August/September, 2016

BAYVIEWS
Inside this Issue:

Message from the President
Hello Chapter 2 Members!
I promise to try to keep these messages brief, to the point, and
relevant. I challenge you to hold me to it.
Our website has undergone many changes during the Summer.
Rest assured that we have eliminated the hacked coding (in Cyrillic no less, I can’t make this up), and we have established a
user-friendly platform. We also operate under two domains,
irwachapter2.org and irwachapter-2.org. Now, your Board and
web page editor can communicate with you in the timely manner the membership deserves. Please look to our web page
often for lunch announcements, the most recent newsletter,
education and employment opportunities, etc. Also, please feel
free to contact me, or newsletter editor Ellen Niemann, with
employment announcements or interesting news about your organization. Many thanks to Mike Nieves (Rockethtml.com) for
taking us to the next level.
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Chapter 2 President
Greg Rinehart

I am also enthused to welcome our new member, Ellen
Niemann, as our talented newsletter editor. She replaces Alexi
Dicker, who has moved into the Chapter Secretary position.
Alexi did a fabulous job and is a hard act to follow, but I already see that Ellen is deeply engaged, professional, and capable. The Board is very grateful to Ellen for taking this on.
Newsletter
(Continued on page 2)

Editor
Ellen Niemann
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President’s Message, continued
(Continued from page 1)

Please feel free to send your suggestions/ideas for newsletter content, employment
offerings, or announcements, to Ellen Niemann, Alesia Strauch, or me. We welcome
your feedback on the new web site as well.
Be sure to take a look at Vern Cummings’ announcement on page 8 featuring the
Donna Dawkins Scholarship Fund. As a 501-3c the fund is fully operational. It can now
accept your individual tax-deducible donations to help our youth and members defray
college costs. Great thanks to Vern Cummings and Les Hausrath for their countless
hours to establish the fund.
I look forward to seeing you at our upcoming Lunch Meeting at Maria Maria on September 14. Your clients, your contractors, and your colleagues will be there. Lunch
meetings have been very valuable to me, professionally. I expect they can benefit you as
well.
As I take on the role of Chapter 2 President, I am tremendously impressed by the support of Past Presidents and your enthusiastic Chapter Officers. I extend my sincere
gratitude to Christy Voyles for her service last year, and for her guidance while I have
stepped into this position. Thank you Christy, and thank you to all the Past Presidents
for your help.

Greg
Would you like to continue your IRWA education? Would you like to do it for free? Do you or
your employer have a space capable of seating
15+ people?
Classrooms & Course Coordinators
are needed!
Please contact our Chapter 2 Education Chair,
Lisa Hiddleson, if this may be of interest to you.
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Chapter 2 Board and Committee Members for 2016
President/International Director
Greg Rinehart

Treasurer
Kevin Blair
Desmond, Marcello & Amster
kblair@dmavalue.com
____________________

Gregory D. Rinehart & Associates

greg@gdrinehart.com
______________________
Vice President
Alesia Strauch, SR/WA

Secretary
Alexi Dicker
Marin County
adicker@marincounty.org

Associated Right of Way Services

astrauch@arws.com
Advertising
Kevin Larson

Hospitality Co-Chairs
Christy Voyles

Relocation
Karen Eddleman, SR/WA

Burchard & Rinehart
kevin@burchardandrinehart.com
_________________________________

Marin County
cvoyles@marincounty.org

Associated Right of Way Services
keddleman@arws.com
_______________________________

Asset & Property Management
George Fernandez

**Looking for Volunteer**
Open Seat

Transportation
Bernadette Lambert

Educator/Consultant
Geostar21@yahoo.com
_________________________________

__________________________________

Braun & Jalbert
Braun.and.Jalbert@gmail.com
_______________________________

Donna Dawkins Scholarship
Committee
Vern Cummings, SR/WA

Wendel, Rosen, Black & Dean LLP
lhausrath@wendel.com
__________________________________

vcummings75@astound.net
_________________________________

Education
Lisa Hiddleson, SR/WA RW-NAC
PG&E
LMHR@pge.com

Suzanne Lusk
East Bay Regional Park District
slusk@ebparks.org
_________________________________

Engineering & Surveys
Robert Abbott
San Francisco Bay Area Rapid Transit
rabbott@bart.gov
_________________________________

Environment
Wayne Couto
U.S. Treasury Department
wgcouto@yahoo.com
_________________________________

Government & Local Public Agency
Anthony Reese
City of Oakland
areese@oaklandnet.com
_________________________________

Chapter Historian
Vern Cummings, SR/WA
vcummings75@astound.net

Law & Ethics
Les Hausrath

Membership
Jann Edmunds
Contra Costa County
jedmu@pw.cccounty.us
__________________________________

Newsletter Editor
Ellen Niemann
Retired
ellen.niemann52@gmail.com
__________________________________

Nominations & Elections
Eric Roman, SR/WA R/W-AC
Associated Right of Way Services
eroman@arws.com
__________________________________

Past President
Christy Voyles
Marin County
cvoyles@marincounty.org
__________________________________

Professional Development
Steve Castellano, SR/WA
Associated Right of Way Services
scastellano@arws.com

Utilities/Pipeline
Wireless Communications
Alan C. Louie, SR/WA
Acquisition Services
aclwired2@gmail.com

Keith E. Winn
PG&E
KEWD@pge.com
_______________________________

Valuation
Joyce Diaz
Diaz, Diaz & Boyd, Inc.
jldmai@ddb-inc.com

Karen Couto, SR/WA
Associated Right of Way Services
kcouto@arws.com
_______________________________

Young Professionals
Chadwick Wyler
Associated Right of Way Services
cwyler@arws.com
_______________________________

Website Administrator
Alexi Dicker
Marin County
adicker@marincounty.org
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September Luncheon
Please join us for our next luncheon at:

Wednesday, September 14th, 2016
1470 N. Broadway, Walnut Creek
Christopher Gonzales from CJG Legal will provide a presentation titled
“Utility Acquisitions: How to go 10 rounds with ornery owners!”
Please anticipate an email with the link to register,
or register directly at: www.irwachapter2.org

After attending UC Riverside, in his hometown, Chris attended law school at UC Davis where he earned the King Hall Pro
Bono Award and was a founding member of the school’s
intellectual property club. Following graduation, he practiced
business and real estate law on California’s Central Coast for
2 years before moving to Sacramento. There he met his soonto-be wife who was in a masters program at UC Davis. Once
she finished her degree, the pair relocated to the Bay Area.
Chris joined the law firm of Timken Johnson, where he worked
closely with Heidi Timken, a seasoned eminent domain attorney, learning the ropes of eminent domain law. His experience is not limited to
representing condemning agencies; he has also represented private property
owners in actions brought by Caltrans, the California High Speed Rail Authority,
and other county and local agencies.
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Member Spotlight
5 QUESTIONS ...
Let’s have some fun getting to know each other better! Our featured Chapter 2 members
this month are (drum roll …)
Rosalyn Zeigler of Associated Right of Way Services, Inc., and Nancy Bocanegra of
Caltrans. It seems we have at least two aspiring pilots among us, one with a spirit of
“derring-do!” See their answers below:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

How old is the oldest pair of shoes in your closet?
What was your first paying job?
What is your all-time favorite book or movie?
What are three things still left on your bucket list?
If you could have dinner with a celebrity or historical figure (dead or alive), who would
you choose?
Rosalyn Zeigler

Nancy Bocanegra

1. 15 years old

1. Late 1970s (Dr. Scholl’s sandals and
Birkenstocks)

2. Registering people to vote in San
Francisco.

2. Babysitter/light housekeeping for a
stay-at-home mom.

3. The Godfather

3. Where the Wild Things Are, by Maurice
Sendak.

4. Travel to Martha’s Vineyard, travel to
South America, and fly an airplane.

4. Get a small craft airplane pilot’s license,
jump out of an airplane, and beat my
husband’s track time in my Porsche C4S
Cabriolet.

5. Rosa Parks

5. Jesus Christ

If you’d like to be featured, send your answers to Alesia at astrauch@arws.com and check our
newsletter each month to see if you made the Member Spotlight!
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Donna Dawkins Scholarship Fund
The Donna Dawkins Scholarship Fund is now up and running, thanks to the efforts of
Les Hausrath and Zack Wasserman of Wendel, Rosen, Black & Dean. We will again
begin awarding scholarships at the next Christmas luncheon.
Donna Dawkins was a pioneer in the Right of Way profession as one of the few female
agents. In 1986, she was named “Professional of the Year” by Chapter 2 and in 1991 became Chapter 2’s President.
Donna’s career flourished at Contra Costa County, where she
began as an appraiser in the Assessor’s office in 1974, later
transferring to the Public Works Department to become a Real
Property Agent. She was eventually awarded a promotion to
the position of Principal Real Property Agent, and she retired
in August of 2000. On July 14, 2001, Donna passed away after
losing her battle with cancer.
Because of her dedication to the profession, Donna wanted to
establish a scholarship program for chapter members and their
dependents to assist in funding their college educations. Her
husband Steve honored this wish by establishing the Donna
Dawkins Memorial Scholarship in her memory.
The Scholarship Fund is managed by its Board of Directors, Chapter 2 officers Steve
Dawkins (Chairman); Eric Roman (Vice-chairman); Kevin Blair (Secretary); and Vern
Cummings (Treasurer). The new fund was set up under IRS form section 501 (c ) (3),
which allows for tax deductible donations to be deposited directly into the fund account,
ensuring that there will always be funds available to award scholarships to students.
Watch for the Scholarship Fund application form, which will be published in an upcoming newsletter.
Donations are welcome and encouraged.
Please send checks (payable to the Donna Dawkins Scholarship Fund),
to Vern Cummings, SR/WA, 1768 Live Oak Avenue, Concord, CA 94521
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2nd Annual Young Professionals Event
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Chapter 2 Board and Committee Positions
Our Chapter operates on the availability and willingness of Chapter 2 members to
step up and volunteer.
We are currently in search of members willing and able to take on one of the following
roles and it’s accompanying responsibilities to help keep our Chapter both
successful and functional.


Hospitality Chair – Member volunteer is needed to work as a co-chair alongside
Christy Voyles. Duties include sending emails to membership and submitting content
to be posted in newsletter. Assist in coordination of monthly luncheons, make reservations at restaurants, submit final member RSVPs to restaurant, attend luncheons and
help check in attendees (approximate monthly time spent volunteering 2-3 hours).

Breaking News!!
The all new, user-friendly, efficient, well-designed
Chapter 2 Website is up and running and ready to
inform you of all things IRWA.
Be sure to stop in soon and take a tour!
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2016 Sponsors
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