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Message from the President 

In Stanley Kubrick’s science–fiction mas-
terpiece “2001: A Space Odyssey” a com-
puter program (HAL) becomes sentient 
and locks crewman Dave Bowman out-
side of the spaceship. The absurdist con-
versation between Dave Bowman, who is 
trying to reenter the spaceship and the 
calm, monotone HAL, gave us some 
of the most memorable lines of dia-
logue from the movie. (fn1) 
 

For the last month, we here at Chapter 2 have been contend-
ing with our own HAL. Our website has locked us out and 
seems to have no intention of allowing us back in. People with 
far more skill in this area than I (thank you Tara!) have been 
trying to outwit HAL, but as of this writing, HAL has refused to 
open the pod bay doors. As a consequence, we have been un-
able to set up the registration page for the January luncheon, 
so that date has now come and gone.  
 

Fortunately for us, Les Hausrath and Pamela Schock Mintzer 

have agreed to postpone their Annual Legal Updates program 
to February. Within the next few days we will send out remind-
ers with a link to register through a web based application that 
is not dependent upon the munificence of HAL. In the interim, 
please mark your calendars for 12:00 February 12 at the offic-
es of Wendel Rosen Black & Dean, 111 Broadway, Oakland CA.  

 

Continued on Page 3... 

Dave Bowman: Open the pod bay 
doors, HAL.  
HAL: I'm sorry, Dave. I'm afraid I 
can't do that. 

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0001158/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0706937/


 

 

Advertising 
Kevin Larson 

Burchard & Rinehart  
kevin@burchardandrinehart.com 

_________________________________ 

Asset & Property Management 
George Fernandez 
Educator/Consultant 

Geostar21@yahoo.com 

_________________________________ 
Donna Dawkins Scholarship  

Committee 
Vern Cummings, SR/WA 
vcummings75@astound.net 

_________________________________ 

Education 
Lisa Hiddleson, SR/WA RW-NAC 

CCCSD 
lhiddleson@centralsan.org  

 

Suzanne Lusk, SR/WA 
East Bay Regional Park District 

slusk@ebparks.org 
_________________________________ 

Engineering & Surveys 
Robert Abbott 

Bay Area Rapid Transit 
RAbbott@bart.gov 

_________________________________ 

Environment 
Wayne Couto 

U.S. Treasury Department 
wgcouto@yahoo.com 

_________________________________ 

Government & Local Public Agency 
Anthony Reese 
City of Oakland 

areeese@oaklandnet.com 
_________________________________ 

Chapter Historian 
Vern Cummings, SR/WA 
vcummings75@astound.net  

Hospitality Co-Chairs 
Robin Thornton 

Greenan, Peffer, Sallander & Lally LLP 
rthornton@gpsllp.com 

 
**Looking for Volunteer**  

Open Seat 
__________________________________ 

Law & Ethics 
Les Hausrath, Esq.,  

Wendel, Rosen, Black & Dean LLP 
lhausrath@wendel.com 

__________________________________ 
Membership 

Jann Edmunds 
Contra Costa County 

jedmu@pw.cccounty.us 
__________________________________ 

Newsletter Editor 
Alexi Dicker 
Marin County 

adicker@marincounty.org 
__________________________________ 

Nominations & Elections 
Eric Roman, SR/WA R/W-AC 

Associated Right of Way Services 
eroman@arws.com 

__________________________________ 

Past President 
Lisa Hiddleson, SR/WA RW-NAC 

CCCSD 
lhiddleson@centralsan.org  

__________________________________ 
Professional Development  
Steve Castellano, SR/WA 

Associated Right of Way Services 
scastellano@arws.com 

 

**Looking for Volunteer** 
Open Seat 

Relocation 
Karen Eddleman 

Associated Right of Way Services 
keddleman@arws.com 

_______________________________ 

Transportation 
Bernadette Lambert 

Braun & Jalbert 
Braun.and.Jalbert@gmail.com 

_______________________________ 

Utilities/Pipeline 
Wireless Communications 

Alan C. Louie, SR/WA 
Acquisition Services 

aclwired2@gmail.com 
 

Keith  E. Winn  
PG&E  

KEWD@pge.com 
_______________________________ 

Valuation  
Joyce Diaz 

Diaz, Diaz & Boyd, Inc. 
jldmai@ddb-inc.com 

 

Karen Couto, SR/WA 
Associated Right of Way Services 

kcouto@arws.com 
_______________________________ 

Young Professionals 
Chadwick Wyler 

Associated Right of Way Services 
cwyler@arws.com 

_______________________________ 

Website Administrator 
Christopher Davis 

Department of Transportation 
Christopher.davis@dot.ca.gov 

 
 

Chapter 2 Board and Committee Members for 2014 

Executive Board  
2013-2014  

President/International Director 

Gale Connor 

Miller Starr Regalia  

FGC@msrlegal.com 

Vice President/Int’l Director  

Christy Voyles, SR/WA 

Marin County 

cvoyles@marincounty.org 

 Treasurer 

Dean Chapman, SR/WA 

Dean Chapman and Associates 

dean@chapmanappraisals.com 

Secretary 

Greg Rinehart 

Gregory D. Rinehart & Associates 

greg@gdrinehart.com  
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Let’s link up! Connect with other Chapter 2 members 

on LinkedIn. 

Chapter 2 now has its very own LinkedIn Group account, con-

necting those Chapter 2 members who wish to join. News 

about our Chapter will be posted periodically by the Chapter 

President and other Board members. Endorse those you have 

worked with, congratulate those on accomplishments within 

the work place, post job opportunities, connect! 

If you haven't already, join the IRWA– Official International 

Right of Way Association Group as well as the IRWA Young 

Professionals group.  

Continued from Page 1… 

With the temporary demise of our Chapter 2 website, we have an opportunity to bet-
ter utilize our LinkedIn page. You can, for example, find out about the upcoming 
Course 802: Legal Aspects of Easements. If you were LinkedIn, you would know that 
it is sponsored by the Central Contra Costa Sanitary district and will be given on Jan-
uary 30th. If you are LinkedIn, then you have a chance to win a free pass to our Feb-
ruary luncheon (see footnote 1 for details). 
 
If you have not done so already, I urge you to register with LinkedIn and then join 
both the IRWA Chapter 2 Group and the “Official” IRWA Group. Once you have 
joined, you can post relevant information on our page and stay on top of the doings of 
the organization as well as other chapters.  
 
 *fn1 The opening scene of the apes venting their furry at the monolith to the tune of  
"Also Sprach Zarathustra" is of course the most memorable scene in the movie. Bo-
nus points for the first reader who correctly identifies the movie in which this scene 
was parodied. Hint: the movie was released in 2001. The first reader to post the cor-
rect answer on our LinkedIn page will receive a free pass to our February luncheon.       
 

Gale 

Presidents Message Continued & Let’s Link Up!  
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Our annual holiday luncheon was held at Vic Stewart’s in Walnut Creek and was gracious-

ly sponsored by Associated Right of Way Services, Inc. 
 

 

 

On December 10, 2014, Chapter 2 members and guests convened for our Annual Holiday 

Luncheon. We had a great turn out with about 50 members and guests total.  

 

Kathy Torru, a puppy raiser for Canine Companions for In-

dependence brought her 15-week old puppy “Lolo”, pictured 

right. She gave a speech on what it was like working with 

our chosen charity and raising puppies who eventually grow 

to live with and help the disabled. Together we raised a total 

of $770 for CCI! 

Holiday luncheon/proceeds from this year's raffle 

went to Canine Companions for Independence , 

www.cci.org. 

Those who donated gift baskets we want to thank you:  

 Associated Right of Way Services, Inc. 

 Eric Roman and Chris Roman 

 Wendell Rosen 

 Desmond Marcello Amster 

 Miller Starr Regalia      

 Interwest Consulting Group     

 Alesia & Rob Strauch & Maureen Loza  

Thank you! 
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EMPLOYER OF THE YEAR 

Burchard & Rinehart— Burchard & Rinehart 

was nominated for the 2014 Employer of  the Year 

award. Burchard & Rinehart supports IRWA on a 

consistent basis, encouraging their employees to 

attend courses and luncheons on a regular basis, 

and to seek the highest professional designation 

of  SR/WA. Employees are encouraged to be ac-

tive on the board and are provided the support to 

participate in these opportunities. Burchard & 

Rinehart recognizes the benefits that the Interna-

tional Right of  Way Association provides to its employees.  

PROFESSIONAL OF THE YEAR 

Christy Voyles, SR/WA—Christy was nominated for her vision and commit-

ment to the Chapter. While serving her local chapter as past Secretary, Treas-

urer and current Vice President, Christy has provided 

consistent leadership and direction, keeping our 

Chapter on track. During the past year, Christy has 

attended the Region 1 forums as an International Di-

rector for IRWA and was able to relate local goals 

with global perspective to current and prospective 

members while giving insight to the leadership team 

on best practices for a successful programs. Her in-

volvement in the Chapter has inspired others, particu-

larly in the North Bay to become active members in 

the IRWA and her designation as an SR/WA in 2011 has highlighted the im-

portance of  continuing and consistent education for those in right of  way 

across the entire spectrum of  allied professionals. This going the “extra mile” 

is an excellent example of  her dedication to professionalism.  
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SOPHIE YORE AWARD 

Lisa Hiddleson (Robertson), SR/WA, R/W-NAC  - Lisa was nominated for 

continued service to the Chapter. While serving her local Chapter as past Sec-

retary, Treasurer, Vice President and President, she has also chaired the Young 

Professionals Committee. After her term as 

President, she continues to support the Chap-

ter as a Chairperson for the Education Com-

mittee, bringing quality education to our 

members in addition to volunteering with the 

Hospitality Committee, making sure our 

luncheons flow smoothly. Beyond local 

events, Lisa has represented the Chapter at 

Regional Forums, International Education 

Conferences and was a finalist for the Interna-

tional Young Professional of  the year award, 

twice. Recognizing the importance of  contin-

ued growth through education, Lisa recently earned the R/W-NAC certifica-

tion even though she has already been designated as an SR/WA. Lisa has con-

tinued to work tirelessly behind the scenes in support of  the Board. Through 

her quiet mentorship, all members have benefited, making her the perfect can-

didate and winner of  this award.  

CHAPTER AWARDS FOR 2014 
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Congratulations to all of the 2014 
award winners! Your service, 

professionalism and contributions 
to this Chapter are paramount to 

our success.  



 

 

Now hiring... 

Real Estate Appraiser, with Eminent Domain Background:    

Gregory D. Rinehart and Associates seeks a California Certified Real Estate 

Appraiser with experience in eminent domain matters.  Rinehart & Associates 

is the successor firm to Burchard & Rinehart, which served public agencies and 

property owners for over 20 years.  Gregory D. Rinehart & Associates contin-

ues with a well-established portfolio of  clients requiring real property apprais-

als in Government Code and condemnation matters.  Assignments are research 

intensive requiring a dedicated attention to detail, and insightful identification 

of  project impacts.  The position requires a college degree, and advanced Ap-

praisal Institute candidacy or MAI designation.  International Right of  Way 

Association coursework or an SR/WA designation is preferred.  Three years of  
experience as a right of  way agent or right of  way appraiser will help distin-

guish potential candidates.  Strong writing, analytical, and computer skills are 

also required.    
 

If  interested, please send or email your resume to:    

Gregory Rinehart, MAI,  Gregory D. Rinehart & Associates,  1350 Treat 

Boulevard,  Suite 230,  Walnut Creek, California  94597-8805.   
 

Email: greg@gdrinehart.com  

All inquiries will be considered confidentially.  
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Donna Dawkins Memorial Fund 

Page 9 

Donna Dawkins began her public service career with the Social Security Administration. 

She moved on to Contra Costa County as an appraiser with the Assessor’s Office from 

1974 to 1980 then transferred to the Public Works Department to be a Real Property 

Agent. Donna was a pioneer in the Right of Way profession as one of the few female 

agents. In 1986, she was named “Professional of the Year” by Chapter 2 and in 1991 be-

came Chapter 2’s President. Her career flourished at Contra Costa County, where she was 

promoted to the position of Principal Real Property Agent, retiring in August of 2000. On 

July 14, 2001, she passed away after losing her battle with cancer. 

Because of her dedication to the profession, Donna wanted to establish a scholarship pro-

gram for chapter members and their dependents to assist in funding their college educa-

tions.  Her husband Steve honored this wish by establishing the Donna Dawkins Memorial 

Scholarship in her memory.  

Through the hard work of Steve Dawkins and assistance from Les Hausrath and Zack 

Wasserman of Wendel Rosen Black and Dean we have finally obtained IRS recognition as 

a Charitable Corporations with 501 (c) (3) status. This process was a long one, but well 

worth it since it means that the Fund is now able to receive tax deductible donations.   

Scholarship award winners for 2014 from the Donna 

Dawkins Memorial Fund went to Zachary Ryan Peter-

son, son of Tara Peterson, and Emily Castellanos, 

daughter of Larry Castellanos.   

The 2014 award was for $1,000 per recipient.   
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Now hiring... 

Are you in the process of  hiring and searching for professionals? Place an ad with us! 
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Annual Legal Update with Les Hausrath and Pamela Schock Mintzer 

Offices of Wendel, Rosen, Black and Dean LLP 

1111 Broadway, 19th Floor, Suite 2400 

David I. Wendel Conference Center, Oakland 

Thursday, February 12th, 12pm  

 

 

 
 

A link to register for the event will be sent out to all Chapter 2 members during the month 
of January, please anticipate this event and mark your calendars.   

Registration price is $25/person. Register by choosing your lunch entrée, payment will be 
due at the door by cash or check, written out to IRWA Chapter 2.  

Please register by February 6th. 

 

 
 

February Luncheon 

 Chicken Cobb Box   

 Caprese Box 

 Club Box 

 Chicken Caesar Box 

 Napa Waldorf Sandwich Box 
 Chinese Chicken Box 



 

 

2014 Sponsors 
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