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So much is going on, all brought to you by your dedicated Chapter 2
Board members. The Chapter offered Course 421, which was a total
sellout and a tremendous success. Instructor Larry Castellanos did a
fabulous job (as always) presenting the course. Special thanks to
Chadwick Wyler for coordinating the course, to AR/WS for sponsorship,
and to Alesia Strauch for providing snacks.
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Are you an SR/WA? Did you attend the 2017 Annual Legal Update in
January? If so, you can receive 1.5 hours of re-certification credit, thanks
to the efforts of Rosalyn Zeigler. If you missed the presentation, I urge
you to download the comprehensive eight-page resource of recent
eminent domain court rulings from the Chapter 2 web page Annual Legal
Update. The Wendel Rosen Legal Update resource is required reading for
all of us. Thanks again to Les Hausrath for putting this together.
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I hope you can join us for a Chapter 2 sponsored Membership
Appreciation Event at Plank in Jack London Square on February 16th. If
you have not visited Jack London Square in a while you will be amazed at
the energy and entertainment options. Let’s have some fun and enjoy a
beverage, great company, light snacks, and maybe even some bowling.
I am already looking forward to the next Chapter luncheon on Thursday,
March 16th (note that this is a departure from our regular luncheon
schedule of the 2nd Wednesday of the month). Robin Thornton will
present “Right of Way & Legal Strategies for Successful Project Delivery.”
Back Forty, Pleasant Hill, can’t wait!
(Continued on page 2)

The opinions and views expressed in the articles in this Newsletter are not
necessarily the views and opinions of Chapter 2 members.

Chapter 2 President
Greg Rinehart

Newsletter Editor
Ellen Niemann
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President’s Message, continued
(Continued from page 1)

Finally, congratulations to Joyce Diaz as she enters retirement. A past president of our Chapter,
Joyce has always exhibited a strong commitment to community and her profession. I met Joyce
early in my career and she has always been an inspiration to me. I have worked alongside Joyce
on various assignments and was impressed by her thorough professionalism, her communication
skills, and her fair approach. Thank you for your contributions to our profession, Joyce. Good luck
in all of your endeavors.

Greg

Note to Members:
IRWA Headquarters has approved 1.5 hours of IRWA re-certification credit for
attendees at our January 18th Annual Legal Update luncheon.
Please contact Alesia Strauch at astrauch@arws.com for a certificate of attendance.

Would you like to continue your IRWA
education? Would you like to do it for free?
Do you or your employer have a space capable of
seating 15+ people?
Classrooms & Course Coordinators
are needed!
Please contact our Chapter 2 Education Chair,
Lisa Robertson, if this may be of interest to you.
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Chapter 2 Board and Committee Members for 2017
President/International Director
Greg Rinehart

Treasurer
Kevin Blair
Desmond, Marcello & Amster
kblair@dmavalue.com
____________________

Gregory D. Rinehart & Associates

greg@gdrinehart.com
____________________
Vice President
Alesia Strauch, SR/WA, R/W-RAC

Secretary
Alexi Dicker
Marin County
adicker@marincounty.org

Associated Right of Way Services

astrauch@arws.com
Advertising
Kevin Larson
Gregory D. Rinehart & Associates
kevin@gdrinehart.com
_________________________________

Asset & Property Management
George Fernandez
Educator/Consultant
Geostar21@yahoo.com
_________________________________

Donna Dawkins Scholarship
Committee
Vern Cummings, SR/WA
vcummings1768@gmail.com
_________________________________

Education
Lisa Robertson, SR/WA, RW-NAC
PG&E
LMHR@pge.com
________________________________

Engineering & Surveys
Robert Abbott
San Francisco Bay Area Rapid Transit
rabbott@bart.gov
_________________________________

Environment
Wayne Couto
U.S. Treasury Department
wgcouto@yahoo.com
_________________________________

Government & Local Public Agency
Anthony Reese
City of Oakland
areese@oaklandnet.com
_________________________________

Chapter Historian
Vern Cummings, SR/WA
vcummings1768@gmail.com

Hospitality Co-Chairs
Christy Voyles

Relocation
Karen Eddleman, SR/WA

Marin County
cvoyles@marincounty.org

Associated Right of Way Services
keddleman@arws.com
_______________________________

Danette Burch

Transportation
Bernadette Lambert

TERRA Realty Advisors, Inc.
dburch@terraadvisors.net
__________________________________

Law & Ethics
Les Hausrath
Wendel, Rosen, Black & Dean LLP
lhausrath@wendel.com
__________________________________

Membership
Jann Edmunds
Contra Costa County
Jann.edmunds@pw.cccounty.us
__________________________________

Newsletter Editor
Ellen Niemann
ellen.niemann52@gmail.com
__________________________________

Nominations & Elections
Eric Roman, SR/WA, R/W-AC
Associated Right of Way Services
eroman@arws.com
__________________________________

Past President
Christy Voyles
Marin County
cvoyles@marincounty.org
__________________________________

Professional Development
Steve Castellano, SR/WA, R/W-NAC
Associated Right of Way Services
scastellano@arws.com

Tara Peterson, SR/WA
tandlpeterson@comcast.net

Braun & Jalbert
Braun.and.Jalbert@gmail.com
_______________________________

Utilities/Pipeline
Wireless Communications
Alan C. Louie, SR/WA
Acquisition Services
aclwired2@gmail.com

Keith E. Winn
PG&E
KEWD@pge.com
_______________________________

Valuation
Karen Couto, MAI, SR/WA
Associated Right of Way Services
kcouto@arws.com

Eric Woodhouse, MAI, R/W-AC
ewoodhouse@arws.com
_______________________________

Young Professionals
Chadwick Wyler
Associated Right of Way Services
cwyler@arws.com
_______________________________

Website Administrator
Alexi Dicker
Marin County
adicker@marincounty.org
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Member Appreciation/Young Professionals Event
Hosted by:

Thursday, February 16th, 5:30 – 7:00PM

98 Broadway, Oakland, CA 94607

Join us in the bar area for happy
hour and light appetizers,
compliments of Chapter 2. This
event is being held in lieu of our
February Chapter luncheon. After
mixing and mingling, feel free to
try a round of bowling, billiards,
arcade games, bocce, and more!
Transportation and parking information can be found at:
www.plankoakland.com/contact
Please RSVP to Chadwick Wyler at:
cwyler@arws.com
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January Luncheon - 2017 Annual Legal Update

Les Hausrath and Kevin Brodehl

A little mid-January rain (or should I say downpour) did not dampen the
spirits of approximately 37 Chapter members who turned out for the
Annual Legal Update at the Offices of Wendel Rosen Black & Dean LLP, in
Oakland. Les Hausrath, Chair of Wendel Rosen’s Litigation Practice Group,
and Kevin Brodehl, a Partner in Wendel Rosen’s litigation department,
presented an informative overview of 2016 legislation, citing numerous
Eminent Domain court proceedings and their outcomes. They also reported on Eminent Domain and Inverse Condemnation related legislation
enacted in late 2015 and 2016, highlighting Senate Bills 803 and 940, and
Assembly Bill 2450. Two of the more interesting cases discussed at the
luncheon are summarized below.

Chapter members may already be familiar with the first case presented, Property Reserve, Inc. v. Superior Court
(2016) 1 Cal.5th 151 , which was touched on during the 2015 Annual Legal Update presented by Les Hausrath and
Pamela Shock-Mintzer. In this case, the California Department of Water Resources petitioned the trial court for
orders to enter private properties and conduct environmental and geological studies on more than 150 privately
owned parcels under CCP §§1245.010-1245.060 (part of the eminent domain law which authorizes entry onto
private property prior to filing an eminent domain action). The trial court issued two detailed orders, the first one
authorizing the Department to enter the property for the environmental studies and the second one denying the
request to conduct drilling. The court held that the geological testing could not be conducted unless the Department utilized an ordinary condemnation action. The Court of Appeal upheld the trial court’s order denying the
Department the right to conduct geological testing and reversed the order allowing the environmental testing.
The Supreme Court granted review and requested additional briefing on several issues. The case was closely
watched by the right-of-way community, as pre-condemnation inspection and testing is a routine and common
practice. You can view the conclusion of this case on the IRWA Chapter 2 website: Annual Legal Update Program.
Another familiar case discussed was The People ex rel. Department of Transportation v. Presidio Performing Arts
Foundation (2016) 5 Cal.App.5th 190, a Bay Area case presented at the September 2015 luncheon by Ricardo
Goni, principal at Desmond, Marcello & Amster; and Jamey Wyman, Associate at Best, Best and Krieger,
Attorneys at Law. The Performing Arts Foundation, a non-profit organization, was seeking compensation for loss
of business goodwill as a result of the taking of its leasehold interest in a building to be demolished as part of a
highway improvement project, replacement of Doyle Drive (Caltrans). The question was asked, “Can a non-profit
organization have business goodwill? Furthermore, can they seek compensation for the loss of goodwill?” At the
time of our September 2015 luncheon, the court initially ruled that the
Performing Arts Foundation had not met its burden in proving the
quantitative loss of goodwill, but the decision
went to an appeal. Fast forward to November
2016 and the Court of Appeal reversed the trial
court holding.
To learn more about these and other cases discussed at the luncheon,
click here: Annual Legal Update Program.

Page 6

A Daughter’s Salute to Mom’s Retirement

Bob & Joyce Diaz, enjoying retired life

I am pleased to announce the retirement of
Joyce Diaz, MAI, of Diaz, Diaz & Boyd, Inc. A
Past President of IRWA, Chapter 2, and a decades
long member of its Valuation Committee, Joyce
has enjoyed a 35-year career as an appraiser,
specializing in Right of Way. During the past two
years, Joyce has been transitioning from full-time
appraising to part-time review appraising for
various public projects, primarily subcontracting
with Associated Right of Way Services, Inc.

Three years ago, Joyce and her husband Bob, also retired, moved to Stoneridge Creek, a thriving retirement
community in Pleasanton. Together they have been busy spending time with family and friends, enjoying
community outings and activities, and discovering their shared passion for the Arts as members of the
Stoneridge Creek Movie & Arts Committee. While Bob’s role is to screen and select movies of all different
genres to be shown daily in the community theater, Joyce’s prime focus is the Opera! She researches,
previews, and selects one opera film to be shown in the theater each month, then follows it up with an
Op-Ed review for publication in the community newsletter. The “Opera Sunday” event has grown in
popularity from fewer than ten viewers to over seventy. This surge in popularity has made it possible for
Joyce to expand the program to include a monthly “cultural arts” film, which can feature anything from a
concert, to a ballet, to an art exhibit at a world-renowned museum.
Essentially, Joyce continues to do much of the same work she performed as an appraiser, only now her
focus has changed from Real Estate to Music and the Arts. And the best part? There are no continuing
education requirements!

Please join me in wishing Joyce and Bob Diaz all the best for a healthy and happy retirement!

Karen Couto (daughter)
IRWA, Chapter 2, Valuation Committee
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Project Team Member Spotlight
New in 2017: Project Team Member Spotlight
In 2016 we had some fun getting to know each other a little better through the Member Spotlight Feature. But, it’s 2017 and time to change things up!
Please let the rest of Chapter know about a Project you have worked on and
team members that did an exceptional job. Fill us in on all the interesting
details, such as the precarious right-of-way issues navigated, the complicated
settlement agreement negotiated, the really whacky valuation issue resolved,
that truly challenging property owner to charm, etc., etc., etc. At a minimum,
please include:




A short project description and details.
Team or team members to be recognized (we all know it takes a village, but be specific).
A description of the extraordinary efforts made.

Submit your information to Alesia Strauch at astrauch@arws.com, then check the newsletter each
month to see if your team made the Project Team Member Spotlight!

Call for Presentation Proposals
2017 International Transportation Symposium
The Vision of Transportation
Friday, April 7, 2017
Park City, UT
"Planes, Trains and Automobiles - the Next Generation"
Submittal Deadline February 24, 2017
The Symposium will present the best practices used in transportation projects. A goal of the Symposium is to
draw in presenters from all disciplines involved in the delivery of a transportation project to maximize
member benefit. Presenters with backgrounds in the following areas are encouraged to participate in this
event: transportation planning, environmental, design and transportation engineering, surveying, appraisal,
acquisition, and relocation.

For more information, contact:
Jamie Formico at jformico@dokkenengineering.com, or 916-858-0642
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Education / Events
Our Chapter is busy planning for our 2017 and 2018 IRWA classroom courses.
Please let us know what classes you’d like to see us host! Please email your
responses to our Education Chair, Lisa Robertson, at LMHR@pge.com .








SR/WA Review Study Session & Exam: A Three-day seminar to prepare Candidates to take the Comprehensive Examination.
209: Negotiating Effectively with a Diverse Clientele.
225 - Social Ecology: Listening to Community. As any ROW professional will tell you, creating positive
community engagement and impact is vital to the success of any infrastructure project.
506: Advanced Business Relocation Assistance.
606: The Environmental Process: Explains the circumstances under which the National Environmental
Policy Act is applicable to right-of-way profession.
700: Introduction to Property Management.
IRWA has over 50 courses developed for right-of-way professionals:
Basic Right-of-way Disciplines - 100 Series
Communications/Negotiations - 200 Series
Management - 300 Series
Appraisal - 400 Series
Relocation Assistance - 500 Series
Environment - 600 Series
Asset/Property Management - 700 Series
Real Estate Law - 800 Series

Education Update for our Appraisers!!!!!
For anyone who may need to renew their California Appraisal Certification, the IRWA has been working
hard to get classroom course offerings approved by the State to count for Continuing Education (CE)
requirements. This means that you can potentially satisfy both IRWA CE or work towards IRWA designation
requirements and fulfil your state CE requirements by taking the same class.
To check whether a specific IRWA classroom course will be accepted for CE credit, please visit BREA’s website at
www.orea.ca.gov. Go to Online Services, then search Course Providers (from the menu bar at the top of the home
page), enter “International Right of Way Association,” and then click on Courses (to the right). Voila!!!!
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Education / Events

For more information and to register for this event, go to IRWAonline.org/Spring Forum
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Education / Events

To register for this event, go to Nossaman.com
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Education / Events

For more information and to register for this event, go to IRWAonline.org/Valuation Symposium
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