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Message from the President
Welcome to Autumn!
First, I’d like to extend my great thanks to Christopher
Gonzales of CJG Legal in Walnut Creek for his September lunch presentation. Christopher literally endured broken
bones and technical difficulties with our projector to enlighten us
over lunch, reminding us that nothing is ever routine in right-of-way
work. The “simple” acquisitions are often complicated by layers of
undefined property rights, imperfect chains of title, or “ornery”
property owners. Thank you again, Mr. Gonzales.
That leads me to an exciting feature of our website. Though we
could not project last month’s presentation on a screen, we are able
to share the slide presentation with the membership on our website.
Go to irwachapter2.org and click on the September Luncheon Content
link. This is a great feature, and we look forward to sharing more
presentations, charts and exhibits with you from events going forward.
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Chapter 2 President
Greg Rinehart

Register early (now) for this one: Joe Basuino, Principal Right-ofWay Officer, will lead a tour of the new BART Warm Springs Station and control facilities in Fremont on Wednesday, October 12th.
Few have the opportunity to appreciate the extent of infrastructure
necessary to bring rail services. If you have not yet seen a venting
structure, you will come away with a new appreciation for the complicated operation of a tunnel system. It is quite impressive!
(Continued on page 2)

Newsletter
Editor
Ellen Niemann
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President’s Message, continued
(Continued from page 1)

We will also tour the power substation and the train control station. Behind the scenes facility
tours are among our most popular events, and just one of the benefits of membership. Lunch
will follow the tour at 12:30 p.m.
Finally, the Chapter is offering Course 100, Principles of Land Acquisition, in San Ramon,
starting on November 7th. This is a critical course for new professionals, and one of the most
comprehensive. Be sure to spread the word with those who might be interested in right-of-way
work.

Greg

We love our new Chapter 2 website!!
http://www.irwachapter2.org/

Visit soon and often!

Would you like to continue your IRWA education? Would you like to do it for free? Do you or
your employer have a space capable of seating
15+ people?
Classrooms & Course Coordinators
are needed!
Please contact our Chapter 2 Education Chair,
Lisa Hiddleson, if this may be of interest to you.
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Chapter 2 Board and Committee Members for 2016
President/International Director
Greg Rinehart

Treasurer
Kevin Blair
Desmond, Marcello & Amster
kblair@dmavalue.com
____________________

Gregory D. Rinehart & Associates

greg@gdrinehart.com
______________________
Vice President
Alesia Strauch, SR/WA

Secretary
Alexi Dicker
Marin County
adicker@marincounty.org

Associated Right of Way Services

astrauch@arws.com
Advertising
Kevin Larson

Hospitality Co-Chairs
Christy Voyles

Relocation
Karen Eddleman, SR/WA

Burchard & Rinehart
kevin@burchardandrinehart.com
_________________________________

Marin County
cvoyles@marincounty.org

Associated Right of Way Services
keddleman@arws.com
_______________________________

Asset & Property Management
George Fernandez
Educator/Consultant
Geostar21@yahoo.com
_________________________________

Donna Dawkins Scholarship
Committee
Vern Cummings, SR/WA
vcummings75@astound.net
_________________________________

Education
Lisa Hiddleson, SR/WA RW-NAC

Danette Burch
TERRA Realty Advisors, Inc.
dburch@terraadvisors.net
__________________________________

Law & Ethics
Les Hausrath
Wendel, Rosen, Black & Dean LLP
lhausrath@wendel.com
__________________________________

Membership
Jann Edmunds

PG&E
LMHR@pge.com

Contra Costa County
jedmu@pw.cccounty.us
__________________________________

Suzanne Lusk
East Bay Regional Park District

Newsletter Editor
Ellen Niemann

slusk@ebparks.org
_________________________________

Engineering & Surveys
Robert Abbott
San Francisco Bay Area Rapid Transit
rabbott@bart.gov
_________________________________

Environment
Wayne Couto
U.S. Treasury Department
wgcouto@yahoo.com
_________________________________

Government & Local Public Agency
Anthony Reese
City of Oakland
areese@oaklandnet.com
_________________________________

Chapter Historian
Vern Cummings, SR/WA
vcummings75@astound.net

Retired
ellen.niemann52@gmail.com
__________________________________

Nominations & Elections
Eric Roman, SR/WA R/W-AC
Associated Right of Way Services
eroman@arws.com
__________________________________

Past President
Christy Voyles
Marin County
cvoyles@marincounty.org
__________________________________

Professional Development
Steve Castellano, SR/WA R/W-NAC
Associated Right of Way Services
scastellano@arws.com
_________________________________

Dexx Burns, SR/WA
PG&E
DWBF@pge.com

Transportation
Bernadette Lambert
Braun & Jalbert
Braun.and.Jalbert@gmail.com
_______________________________

Utilities/Pipeline
Wireless Communications
Alan C. Louie, SR/WA
Acquisition Services
aclwired2@gmail.com

Keith E. Winn
PG&E
KEWD@pge.com
_______________________________

Valuation
Joyce Diaz
Diaz, Diaz & Boyd, Inc.
jldmai@ddb-inc.com

Karen Couto, SR/WA
Associated Right of Way Services
kcouto@arws.com
_______________________________

Young Professionals
Chadwick Wyler
Associated Right of Way Services
cwyler@arws.com
_______________________________

Website Administrator
Alexi Dicker
Marin County
adicker@marincounty.org
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October Luncheon Event
Please join us for a site tour and luncheon hosted by BART

Wednesday, October 12, 2016
Tour begins at 11:00 a.m., followed by lunch at 12:30 p.m. at
Spin a Yarn Steakhouse, 45915 Warm Springs Blvd, Fremont
A map will be provided prior to the event date identifying the
tour meeting location.
Joseph M. Basuino, Principal Right of Way Officer, will provide a
tour of the Warm Springs Extension.
Due to tour constraints, there is a 30-person capacity for this event.
Deadline to register is October 5th and a valid government issued ID is required with registration.
The Warm Springs Extension will add 5.4-miles of new tracks from the existing
Fremont Station south to a new station in the Warm Springs District of the City of
Fremont. This tour offers a great opportunity for our Chapter members to get
behind the scenes tour of the underground structures and train control functions.
Please follow this link to register: http://irwach2october.eventbrite.com
or register at: www.irwachapter2.org
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Member Spotlight
5 QUESTIONS ...
Let’s have some fun getting to know each other better! Our featured Chapter 2 members
this month are (drum roll …)
Steve Hertstein of Associated Right of Way Services, Inc., and Marc Ceccarelli of Caltrans. See their answers below:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

How old is the oldest pair of shoes in your closet?
What was your first paying job?
What is your all-time favorite book or movie?
What are three things still left on your bucket list?
If you could have dinner with a celebrity or historical figure (dead or alive), who would
you choose?
Steve Herststein

Marc Ceccarelli

1. A pair of 30-35 year-old Rockports, my Grandfather’s walking shoes.

1. Over 10 years old. An ugly pair of tennis shoes
from high school. I still wear them when I occasionally play tennis.

2. Mowing lawns around the neighborhood for
whatever I could get, usually around $5.

2. My family owns a farm and when I was in middle school my dad would pay me to pick pears,
about $5 a box.

3. Monty Python and the Holy Grail.

3. The Sun Also Rises.

4. Visiting and getting a feel for the culture of each 4. Visit Antarctica, raft down the Grand Canyon,
state in the US, visiting the pyramids of Egypt, see- and ride the Trans-Siberia Railroad.
ing my children graduate college and have families.

5. Chuck D. from Public Enemy.

5. Leonardo da Vinci

If you’d like to be featured, send your answers to Alesia at astrauch@arws.com and check our
newsletter each month to see if you made the Member Spotlight!
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Chapter 2 Award Nominations
It’s that time of year again - time to think about your fellow Chapter members and
who you feel deserves special recognition for all they have done for the
Chapter. Awards will be presented at the holiday luncheon on December 14th at
Vic Stewart’s in Walnut Creek.
We are now accepting nominations for the following three awards:
Employer of the Year
An employer that is nominated for this award should actively support their employees as IRWA
members, encouraging membership and participation in Chapter events and continuing education
toward IRWA designation and recertification. The employer should demonstrate commitment at
chapter, regional, and international levels of the Association in terms of participation, financing, time
allowance, facilities, services, etc.
No employer shall receive this award more than once in a five year period. The five most recent
recipients of this award are: East Bay Regional Parks District (2015), Greg D. Rinehart & Associates
(2014), Pacific Gas & Electric (2013), AR/WS (2012), and Coates Field Service (2011).
Sophie Yore Award
This award is named after one of our founding members, Ms. Sophie Yore, who dedicated 32 years of
volunteer service to our organization. Every year we recognize a member who has also consistently
supported our local chapter, our membership, and the greater IRWA organization. A nominee for this
award should have spent many years providing consistently unselfish contributions to both the Chapter
and the right-of-way profession. This award is not typically given to an Executive Board member simply
because they are a Board member and are doing a lot for the Chapter in that role. Rather, it should go to
a person making an extra effort to help the Chapter and the organization function year in and year out.
Recent winners of this award include: Larry Castellano (2015), Lisa Hiddleson (2014), Eric Roman
(2013), Bill Tannenbaum (2012), and Les Hausrath (2011).
Professional of the Year
All Nominees for Professional of the Year should demonstrate the following characteristics:


Outstanding contributions made through leadership positions at the chapter, region and international levels.



Fulfillment of educational courses and activities.



Participation in Association activities.



Achievement of IRWA professional designations.

Recent winners of this award include: Alexi Dicker (2015), Christy Voyles (2014), Lisa Hiddleson
(2013), Eric Roman (2012), and Kathleen West (2011).
Please submit your nominations to our Chapter Nominations and Elections Chair,
Eric Roman, at eroman@arws.com by Friday, October 21st.
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Education
FALL FORUM – OCTOBER 14-15, 2016
BAHIA RESORT HOTEL, SAN DIEGO, CA
FORUM SCHEDULE
FRIDAY
5:00 PM

WELCOME RECEPTION, VENTANA ROOM

6:30 PM

BAHIA BELLE PADDLEBOAT CRUISE
(Optional - Boat leaves every hour on the hour,
full cash bar on board)

SATURDAY
CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST
BUSINESS MEETING
LUNCH
AFTERNOON SESSION
ADJOURN

7:30 AM
8:30 AM
12:00
1:00 PM
4:00 PM

MISSION “A” ROOM
MISSION “A” ROOM
HOTEL
MISSION “A” ROOM

Travel Info: Bahia Resort Hotel, 998 West Mission Bay Drive, San Diego, CA 92109
Room Rate: $189 (single/double, includes internet, parking, Belle tickets, NO resort fee)
DEADLINE FOR CONFERENCE ROOM RATE HAS PASSED, BUT HOTEL MAY STILL HONOR

Direct link for hotel reservations:
https://gc.synxis.com/rez.aspx?Hotel=64070&Chain=17551&template=GROUP&arrive=10/11/2016&depart=
10/18/2016&adult=1&child=0&group=104932

Yes, I will attend the Event
Name: ______________________________ Chapter: _________________________
Email Address: __________________________
Purchase box lunch for $20, send payment to:
(Scan, email or US mail lunch order by October 4)

Rita Hiller
rhiller@clarklandresources.com
9150 Chesapeake Drive, Suite 190
San Diego, CA 92123

Additional info or questions: Mike (858) 405-6559
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Donna Dawkins Scholarship Fund
The Donna Dawkins Scholarship Fund is now up and running, thanks to the efforts of
Les Hausrath and Zack Wasserman of Wendel, Rosen, Black & Dean. We will again
begin awarding scholarships at the next Christmas luncheon.
Donna Dawkins was a pioneer in the Right of Way profession as one of the few female
agents. In 1986, she was named “Professional of the Year” by Chapter 2 and in 1991 became Chapter 2’s President.
Donna’s career flourished at Contra Costa County, where she
began as an appraiser in the Assessor’s office in 1974, later
transferring to the Public Works Department to become a Real
Property Agent. She was eventually awarded a promotion to
the position of Principal Real Property Agent, and she retired
in August of 2000. On July 14, 2001, Donna passed away after
losing her battle with cancer.
Because of her dedication to the profession, Donna wanted to
establish a scholarship program for chapter members and their
dependents to assist in funding their college educations. Her
husband Steve honored this wish by establishing the Donna
Dawkins Memorial Scholarship in her memory.
The Scholarship Fund is managed by its Board of Directors, Chapter 2 officers Steve
Dawkins (Chairman); Eric Roman (Vice-chairman); Kevin Blair (Secretary); and Vern
Cummings (Treasurer). The new fund was set up under IRS form section 501 (c ) (3),
which allows for tax deductible donations to be deposited directly into the fund account,
ensuring that there will always be funds available to award scholarships to students.
Watch for the Scholarship Fund application form, which will be published in an upcoming newsletter.
Donations are welcome and encouraged.
Please send checks (payable to the Donna Dawkins Scholarship Fund),
to Vern Cummings, SR/WA, 1768 Live Oak Avenue, Concord, CA 94521
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September Luncheon recap
Our September luncheon on the lovely patio of Maria Maria in Walnut Creek was a hit. Attendees
enjoyed a Mexican feast of generous portions, including burritos the size of newborns!
Featured speaker Christopher Gonzalez of CJG Legal shared his presentation titled, “Utility Acquisitions: Addressing Private Property Owner Issues.” He discussed challenges faced by the right-of-way
team in acquiring the necessary property rights to upgrade the
PG&E utility transmission facilities in support of the new California Heath Care Facility (CHCF) in Stockton. The new CHCF was
constructed as a result multiple factors, including several lawsuits
filed by prison inmates, that lead to the passage of AB 900 in 2007.
The bill authorized the construction of new facilities to improve
conditions within the California prison system. Chris highlighted
the different property owner situations faced by the PG&E acquisition agents. He sited one particular Stockton property whose original owner had moved to Switzerland and passed away in the 1950s. A relative, who was not an heir to
the property, had continued to farm the Stockton parcel. The original owner’s six children, all potential
heirs to the property, were all deceased as well. Acquisition agents were left with the daunting task of
trying to track down the 20+ grandchildren scattered around the globe and proceed with the condemnation process. The big question is this: Who got to go to Switzerland and find them? If you are curious
about how this was resolved, feel free to reach out to Chris at chris@cjglegal.com.
Spoiler alert: Google was involved and no passports received stamps.
California Health Care Facility
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