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Chapter 2 President
Gale Connor

Past, Present and Future.
On November 22, 2014, we will all be taking a field trip to the USS Hornet, anchored at the former Naval Air Station in Alameda. There will be docent tours of
the aircraft carrier and the luncheon topic will be redevelopment of the former
Naval Air Station. A brief history of the USS Hornet can be found elsewhere in

Newsletter

this newsletter.
Continued on Page 4...

The opinions and views expressed in the articles in this Newsletter are not necessarily the views and opinions of Chapter 2 members.

Editor
Alexi Dicker
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Chapter 2 Board and Committee Members for 2014
President/International
Executive BoardDirector

Treasurer

2013-2014
Gale
Connor

Dean Chapman, SR/WA

Miller Starr Regalia

Dean Chapman and Associates

FGC@msrlegal.com

dean@chapmanappraisals.com

Vice President/Int’l Director

Secretary

Christy Voyles, SR/WA

Greg Rinehart

Marin County

Buchard & Rinehart

cvoyles@marincounty.org

greg@burchardandrinehart.com

Advertising
Kevin Larson
Burchard & Rinehart
kevin@burchardandrinehart.com
_________________________________

Asset & Property Management
George Fernandez
Educator/Consultant
Geostar21@yahoo.com
_________________________________

Hospitality Co-Chairs
Robin Thornton
Greenan, Peffer, Sallander & Lally LLP

Relocation
Karen Eddleman

rthornton@gpsllp.com

Associated Right of Way Services
keddleman@arws.com
_______________________________

**Looking for Volunteer**

Transportation
Bernadette Lambert

Open Seat
__________________________________

Law & Ethics
Les Hausrath, Esq.,

Braun & Jalbert
Braun.and.Jalbert@gmail.com
_______________________________

Wendel, Rosen, Black & Dean LLP
lhausrath@wendel.com
__________________________________

Utilities/Pipeline
Wireless Communications
Alan C. Louie, SR/WA

vcummings75@astound.net
_________________________________

Membership
Jann Edmunds

Acquisition Services
aclwired2@gmail.com

Education
Lisa Hiddleson, SR/WA RW-NAC
CCCSD
lhiddleson@centralsan.org
Suzanne Lusk, SR/WA
East Bay Regional Park District
slusk@ebparks.org

Contra Costa County
jedmu@pw.cccounty.us
__________________________________

Keith E. Winn
PG&E

_________________________________

Nominations & Elections
**Looking for Volunteer**

Donna Dawkins Scholarship
Committee
Vern Cummings, SR/WA

Engineering & Surveys
Robert Abbott
Bay Area Rapid Transit
RAbbott@bart.gov
_________________________________

Environment
Wayne Couto
U.S. Treasury Department
wgcouto@yahoo.com
_________________________________

Government & Local Public Agency
Anthony Reese
City of Oakland
areeese@oaklandnet.com
_________________________________

Chapter Historian
Vern Cummings, SR/WA
vcummings75@astound.net

Newsletter Editor
Alexi Dicker
Marin County
adicker@marincounty.org
__________________________________
Open Seat
__________________________________

Past President
Lisa Hiddleson, SR/WA RW-NAC
CCCSD
lhiddleson@centralsan.org
__________________________________

Professional Development
Steve Castellano, SR/WA
Associated Right of Way Services
scastellano@arws.com

**Looking for Volunteer**
Open Seat

KEWD@pge.com
_______________________________

Valuation
Joyce Diaz
Diaz, Diaz & Boyd, Inc.
jldmai@ddb-inc.com

Karen Couto, SR/WA
Associated Right of Way Services
kcouto@arws.com
_______________________________

Young Professionals
Chadwick Wyler
Associated Right of Way Services
cwyler@arws.com
_______________________________

Website Administrator
Christopher Davis
Department of Transportation
Christopher.davis@dot.ca.gov
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Presidents Greeting & LinkedIn Announcement
Continued from Page 1...
Speaking of the newsletter, a mea culpa is in order. In my President’s Message in the July newsletter, I reported that Bayviews was awarded Newsletter of the Year at the annual International Education Conference
in Hartford, Connecticut. What I forgot to mention was that in addition to the hard work of our current editor,
Alexi Dicker, much of the credit for that award goes to her predecessor, Beth Perrill, who edited the newsletter throughout 2013. Beth, on behalf of all of Chapter 2, we offer our most sincere thanks and gratitude.
The IRWA Region 1 Fall Forum is fast approaching. This year it is being hosted by Chapter 67 in Santa Ana.
Since the Fall Forum will occur on the same weekend as my law firm retreat, I will not be in attendance but
our Vice President, Christy Voyles, will carry the flag on behalf of Chapter 2. We will have a full report in
the November newsletter.

Gale

Let’s link up! Connect with other Chapter 2 members on LinkedIn.
In the coming month Chapter 2 will have its own LinkedIn Group account, connecting those Chapter 2 members who wish to join.
News about our Chapter will be posted periodically
by the Chapter President and other Board members.
Endorse those you have worked with, congratulate
those on accomplishments within the work place,
post job opportunities, connect!
If you haven't already, join the IRWA– Official International Right of Way Association Group as well as the
IRWA Young Professionals group.
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Board Meeting Minutes, July 30, 2014
On July 30th, President Gale Connor called a meeting for Board members to meet and discuss
the upcoming year and events within our Chapter. Below you will find the Board Minutes of
said meeting which includes important information presented from the past Annual Conference
held in Hartford, Connecticut, a list of vacant board positions, as well as current board member
updates.

International Right of Way Association
Chapter 2
Board Meeting
July 30, 2014
DRAFT MINUTES
Location:

Offices of Miller, Starr, Regalia
1331 North California Boulevard.
Walnut Creek, California

Present:

Time:

Gale Connor

President

Christy Voyles, SR/WA

Vice President

Dean Chapman, SR/WA

Treasurer

Greg Rinehart

Secretary

Lisa Hiddleson, SR/WA

Education, Past President

Alexi Dicker

Newsletter Editor

Robin Thornton

Hospitality

George Fernandez

Asset & Property Management

Chadwick Wyler

Young Professionals

Meeting called to order at 9:05 am.

Introductions & Remarks, Gale Connor.
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Board Meeting Minutes, July 30, 2014
Report from Meetings in Hartford
Gale reports that Ch. 2 received much recognition from Headquarters. We should take great pride
in awards for Newsletter of the Year and Website of the Year.
International membership increasing, beyond USA & Canada.

Effective November 2014, Dues to increase to $215 for active members, and $230 for senior
members.

Effective November 2016, Dues to increase to $225 for active members, and $240 for Senior
members.

Board Positions Open
Hospitality Co-Chair. Robin Thornton continues a fabulous job. Luncheons essentially arranged in to January. Looking for assistance with check-ins and ideas for arrangements and venues.

Nominations & elections. This position has a long term vacancy. Responsibilities include running two elections within the membership. 1) Nominations for awards: Sophie Yore, Professional
of the Year, Employer of the Year. 2) Also in January, promote, nominate, and campaign for
Chapter awards from Headquarters. Increase Chapter recognition & profile.
Seeking experienced, knowledgeable, energetic candidate.

Professional Development Co-Chair. Vacant.

Website Administrator.
system.

Current administrator needs some assistance. Internally managed
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Board Meeting Minutes, July 30, 2014
Board Reports
Hiddleson, Education:
801 US Land titles offered last week. Overflow attendance. Stressed need for students to register
30 days prior to class.
Discussed difficulty of providing course materials for attendees that provide less that 30 days notice. Recent courses well attended.
Two courses coming up. To be offered at Wendell Rosen offices, and at EBRPD Offices. Courses offered at great cost. Teachers have at times graciously donated time, though that can not be
expected or relied upon in the future. A break-even budget target on courses is considered a
member service.
Need Course Coordinators for classes. Coordinator can attend course for free. Orders supplies,
etc.
Hope to work with other Chapters to advertise courses via their newsletter and direct email from
their board. Looking for free venues locally to hold courses, classroom setup with tables facing
forward.
Typical attendance is around 15-20 students, with 25% from other Chapters.
Chapman/Voyles, Treasurer:
Revenues and available cash reserves have increased over the past year. Cash, Savings & CD
amount t around $51,000. Discussion to provide new member benefits.
Dicker, Newsletter:
Alexi requested opportunity to upload the newsletter directly to the website. This would be more
efficient for her, and require less website managements.
Looking for Content/submissions.
Newsletter submission deadline is around the 25th for publication at the beginning of a month.
Wyler, Young Professionals:
Social in January at Pyramid Brewery in Walnut Creek around 15 attended. Looking to expand
participation from PG&E.
Try San Ramon for venues, After work better than lunches.
Giants Game proposed. Gale offered his office across street for a mixer. Rinehart tried to promote the Oakland A’s, to no avail.
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Board Meeting Minutes, July 30, 2014
Luncheons
President Connor proposes event at the historic USS Hornet Museum. Proposed speaker would
address development of former Navy base.
Board approved USS Hornet proposal.
Holiday Lunch donations discussed. IRS regulations reportedly limit the fund-raising capabilities of
the Chapter as a not-for-profit organization. Alternative means of promoting philanthropy to be explored.
Luncheon speakers needed after January.

New Incentive Program
Headquarters promoting a new Incentive Plan for Membership growth. Also provides for new baselines for Chapter Funding.
Financial incentives provided for membership growth.
Baseline Chapter funding established. Basis for measurement of achieving new incentives.
Free education conference registrations provided if goals met.
San Diego conference is not eligible for free registrations awards.

Regional Forum
Hosted by Chapter 2 Spring 2016. Must be on our planning radar.

Meeting adjourned.
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September Luncheon, a recap
September’s Luncheon was held at Hilltop 1892 in Novato, Marin County, sponsored by AR/WS. The presentation was titled “To Move, or Not to Move:
Tricky zoning issues require creative problem solving” presented by Molly Dillon, Assistant City Attorney for the City of Santa Rosa and Lori Urbanek, Supervising Engineering for the City of Santa Rosa. The City of Santa Rosa is undertaking a project to reconstruct and widen a portion of Stony Point Road in an under developed area of Santa Rosa. The project will add travel lanes in each direction, new traffic signals, pedestrian crossing flashers, sidewalks and bicycle
lanes. ROW was required from about forty property owners.
In the ROW acquisition phase, a strip take along a 2 acre parcel
with a single family residence, located within the necessary ROW,
was required for the City’s project. The strip take was going to require demolition of the house. An appraisal was completed and indicated that all buildings on site should be purchased, as the elimination of the residence would cause ancillary structures on the property to be nonconforming with City Zoning. The property owner refused to relocate due to his cultivation business on site. Molly and
Lori worked diligently with City staff, the property owner and contractor, exploring all options to relocate the individual and acquire
the necessary ROW. Lori and Molly found a creative solution and
decided to move the house, removing it from its current foundation
and relocating it to a different area on the property.
Pictured below, the house removed from its foundation and relocated on site. This presentation was truly insightful. Thank you
Lori and Molly!
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November Luncheon, USS Hornet
Lunch on an Aircraft Carrier
For those of a certain age, Major Tom will forever be floating in his tin can, far above the moon. Had
his spaceship really known which way to go, after splashing down in the Pacific Ocean he would probably have found himself on the flight deck of the USS Hornet. This is precisely where astronauts Neil
Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin found themselves after their historic walk on
the moon.
On November 12, 2014, members of Chapter 2 of the IRWA will have the
opportunity to follow in their footsteps. Not on the moon, but on the flight
desk of the USS Hornet. Docent-led tours before lunch, and lunch in the
ship’s ward room will afford Chapter 2 members and their guests a rare
opportunity.
The Eighth Hornet
The aircraft carrier Hornet is actually the eighth ship of the United States Navy to bear the name. The
first Hornet, christened in 1775, became one of the most distinguished names in American naval history
with her performance in the Revolutionary War. The second Hornet played an instrumental role in deciding the war with the Barbary Pirates. The third hornet, built in
my hometown of Baltimore, won a decisive naval battle during the
War of 1812. The seventh Hornet, christened in 1942, launched
sixteen Army B-25s to strike the Japanese home island in one of
the most daring raids in the history of warfare – the Doolittle Raid.
She went on to fight at the Battle of Midway and was lost to an
overwhelming air attack at the Battle of Santa Cruz.
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November Luncheon, USS Hornet
The eighth Hornet, now permanently berthed at the former Naval Air Station in Alameda, was commissioned in 1943. For sixteen continuous months it saw action in the forward areas of the Pacific
Combat Zone. Aircraft launched from the Hornet are credited with destroying over 1,400 enemy aircraft in the Pacific Theater. She scored the critical first hits in sinking the super battleship Yamamoto
and launched the first carrier aircraft strikes in support of the liberation of the Philippine Islands. In
1945, she launched the first strikes against Tokyo since the 1942 Doolittle Raid.

At the end of the war, she was decommissioned and placed into storage at San Francisco’s own
Hunter’s Point shipyard. Retirement did not last long. Re-commissioned in the early 1950s, the Hornet was modernized and overhauled several times for continued service in the Pacific Fleet. In the
mid-1960s, the Hornet was dispatched to Viet Nam to support Navy and Marine aircraft in search
and rescue missions.
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November Luncheon, USS Hornet

On August 25, 1966, the Hornet served as the primary recovery ship for Apollo AS-202, NASA’s second
unmanned suborbital test flight. The unmanned capsule was recovered 300 miles north of Wake Island.
This was but a warm-up for the pivotal role played by
the Hornet in space exploration later in the decade.

One Small Step for Man
On July 20, 1969, Apollo 11’s lunar module landed in the Sea of Tranquility with astronaut Neil Armstrong reporting, “Houston, Tranquility Base here – the Eagle has landed.” Armstrong stepped onto
the lunar surface several hours later, stating what has now become one of the most memorable
quotes from the 20th Century: “That’s one small step for man, one giant leap for mankind.”

Four days later, on July 24, Apollo 11 returned to
Earth, splashing down in the Pacific Ocean south
of Honolulu. There, awaiting to pluck the astronauts from the command module, was the USS
Hornet. On that date, President Richard Nixon,
Admiral John S. McCain (father of Senator
McCain) and various other dignitaries were present while the Hornet recovered the Apollo 11 astronauts and their spacecraft, Columbia.

Page 13

November Luncheon, USS Hornet

Based upon concerns that the astronauts could be bringing a dangerous moon germ back to Earth,
the astronauts themselves were placed in special biological isolation suits and transported to the
flight deck of the Hornet. The astronauts were then transferred to an Airstream trailer dubbed the
“Mobile Quarantine Facility” where they remained quarantined until medical personnel were confident that they had brought no space germs
with them back to Earth. It was from this Airstream trailer, aka quarantine facility, that they
were greeted by President Nixon in a television event viewed by 500 million people
around the world.
Four months later, this routine was repeated when the Hornet and its crew plucked Apollo 12, America’s second lunar landing mission, from the Pacific Ocean.
If being able to climb aboard this piece of living history has fired your imagination, please join us for
our monthly luncheon on November 12, 2014. Make certain to arrive early so that you can participate in one of the docent-guided tours.
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