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BAYVIEWS
Inside this Issue:

Congratulations Chapter 2!!
Alexi Dicker and I returned from the March IRWA Chapter 42 Spring
Forum in Monterey with awards in hand. We are honored and excited
to report that our Chapter is the proud winner of the 2017 Region 1
Newsletter of the Year award! In addition, our esteemed Chapter 2
Vice President, Kevin Blair, was honored with the prestigious title of
2017 Region 1 Young Professional of the Year.
The Spring and Fall Forums are “business” meetings for your local Chapter and Region
leaders. In the Spring we review the IRWA’s proposed annual budget, nominations for
open Region and International seats, receive guidance on how to properly facilitate
Chapter level elections, and share updates from international to local levels of the
organization. Ray Mehler, SR/WA, R/W-RAC, Chapter 1 Los Angeles/Bakersfield, was
also elected our new Region 1 Secretary at the Forum and will work alongside our
Region 1 Chair and Vice Chairs.
More congratulations are in order. We just got word that Chapter 2 is a finalist for
2017 International Chapter of the Year. We will find out if this is our year to take home
the award at the International Education Conference in Edmonton, Canada, in June.
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Chapter 2 President
Alesia Strauch

I want to thank Terry Larson, MAI, for his interesting and informative presentation at
our March luncheon on the Income Approach for Non-Appraisers. I think those in
attendance particularly enjoyed the case study he utilized from the BART extension
and Warm Springs Station Site in Fremont.
We are presently in the planning stages for a May visit and tour of Treasure Island to
learn more about the planned redevelopment and future vision for the Island. The
tentative date is May 16th and we will have limited space for attendees. Watch for an
email invitation in the next couple of weeks.

Continued on next page

The opinions and views expressed in the articles in this Newsletter are not
necessarily the views and opinions of Chapter 2 members.

Newsletter Editor
Ellen Niemann
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President’s Message (cont’d)
Please join us on April 26th for the Donna Dawkins Fundraising and Chapter Mixer Event hosted by Wendel, Rosen,
Black and Dean in Oakland. Special thanks to the law firm for offering their beautiful offices for this event, and a big
thank you to our other event sponsors: Associated Right of Way Services, Inc. (Gold); Gregory Rinehart and Associates (Silver); Terra Realty Advisors, Inc. (Silver); and 3-D Forensics (Bronze). We would also like to give a very special
thank you to Craig Murray and Bill Tannenbaum for their recent generous donations to the fund.
Please RSVP soon on the Chapter 2 website, https://www.irwachapter-2.org/. This is a free event and donations to the
Donna Dawkins Scholarship Fund are tax deductible.
Hope to see you all in Oakland on the 26th!

Alesia

Do you have an article you’d like to see published in Bayviews?
We welcome submissions for consideration in our newsletter.
If you are interesting in contributing, please contact
Chapter 2 President Alesia Strauch at astrauch@arws.com,



April 26th - Donna Dawkins Scholarship Fundraiser, Wendel Rosen Black & Dean, Oakland



May 16th (tentative) - Treasure Island tour



June 24 - 27 - IRWA International Education Conference, Edmonton, Canada

Would you like to continue your IRWA
education? Would you like to do it for free?
Do you or your employer have a space capable of
seating 15+ people?
Classrooms & Course Coordinators are needed!
Please contact our Chapter 2 Education Chair,
Lisa Robertson, at LMHR@pge.com if this
may be of interest to you.
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Chapter 2 Board and Committee Members for 2017/2018
President/International Director
Alesia Strauch, SR/WA, R/W-RAC
astrauch@arws.com
__________________

Treasurer
Alexi Dicker
Marin County
adicker@marincounty.org
____________________

Vice President
Kevin Blair
Desmond, Marcello & Amster
kblair@dmavalue.com

Secretary (Interim)
Alexi Dicker
Marin County
adicker@marincounty.org

Associated Right of Way Services

Advertising
** Looking for Volunteer **
OPEN SEAT
_________________________________

Asset & Property Management
George Fernandez
Educator/Consultant
Geostar21@yahoo.com
_________________________________

Donna Dawkins Scholarship
Committee
Vern Cummings, SR/WA

Hospitality Co-Chair / Past President
Christy Voyles
Marin County
cvoyles@marincounty.org
** Looking for Volunteer **
OPEN SEAT
__________________________________
Wendel, Rosen, Black & Dean LLP
lhausrath@wendel.com
__________________________________

Utilities/Pipeline
Wireless Communications
Alan C. Louie, SR/WA

Education
Lisa Robertson, SR/WA, RW-NAC

Contra Costa County
Jann.edmunds@pw.cccounty.us
__________________________________

San Francisco Bay Area Rapid Transit
rabbott@bart.gov
_________________________________

Environment
Wayne Couto
U.S. Treasury Department
wgcouto@yahoo.com
_________________________________

Government & Local Public Agency
Anthony Reese
City of Oakland
areese@oaklandnet.com
_________________________________

Chapter Historian
Vern Cummings, SR/WA
vcummings1768@gmail.com

Transportation
Bernadette Lambert
Braun & Jalbert
Braun.and.Jalbert@gmail.com
_______________________________

Membership
Jann Edmunds

Engineering & Surveys
Robert Abbott

Associated Right of Way Services
keddleman@arws.com
_______________________________

Law & Ethics
Les Hausrath

vcummings1768@gmail.com
_________________________________
PG&E
LMHR@pge.com
________________________________

Relocation
Karen Eddleman, SR/WA

Newsletter Editor
Ellen Niemann
ellen.niemann52@gmail.com
__________________________________

Nominations & Elections
Joseph M. Basuino
San Francisco Bay Area Rapid Transit
jbasuin@bart.gov
__________________________________

Past President
Greg Rinehart
Gregory D. Rinehart & Associates
greg@gdrinehart.com
__________________________________

Professional Development
Steve Castellano, SR/WA, R/W-NAC
Associated Right of Way Services
scastellano@arws.com

Tara Peterson, SR/WA
tandlpeterson@comcast.net

Acquisition Services
aclwired2@gmail.com

Keith E. Winn
PG&E
KEWD@pge.com
_______________________________

Valuation
Karen Couto, MAI, SR/WA
Associated Right of Way Services
kcouto@arws.com

Eric Woodhouse, MAI, R/W-AC
ewoodhouse@arws.com
_______________________________

Young Professionals
Chadwick Wyler
Associated Right of Way Services
cwyler@arws.com
_______________________________

Website Administrator
** Looking for Volunteer **
OPEN SEAT
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Chapter 2 Fundraiser
For the Donna Dawkins Scholarship Fund
CLICK HERE TO REGISTER FOR THIS EVENT
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March Luncheon recap

Our Chapter’s March luncheon was in Walnut Creek at Pasta Primavera. The rain was pouring down,
but braving the storm for Terry Larson’s presentation, “Income Approach Introduction for NonAppraisers,” and the case study he shared with our group proved to be well worth getting a bit wet.

Terry Larson is an MAI and partner with Smith & Associates with over 35
years of appraisal experience in California, specializing in complex
appraisal assignments and litigation.
The non-appraiser right of way professional is of course familiar with the
three approaches to value; the Cost Approach, the Sales Comparison
Approach and the Income Capitalization Approach. But, often, it is the
Income approach we struggle with wrapping our brains around when
reading an appraisal.
The Income Approach to Value: An appraisal technique to develop
property value based on income and calculated by capitalizing that income.
Terry’s presentation provided a concise but detailed explanation of how
Terry Larson with current & past Chapter 2
the three approaches to value are structured around what situations an
Presidents, Alesia Strauch and Greg Rinehart
appraiser would need to initiate the income approach, and what types of
appraisal problems are best tackled with it. He also walked the group
though the process of utilizing the income approach and the step-by-step calculation. At the end of the presentation, Terry
ignited a lively conversation by sharing a recent case study related to a commercial property impacted by the BART Warm
Springs Extension Project in Fremont.
Chapter 2 members feasted on Italian
comfort food on a rainy afternoon in
Walnut Creek.
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Education / Events
Coming up:
Course 900 - Principles of Real Estate Engineering - August 28-29, Concord
Course 100: Principles of Land Acquisition - June 7 - 8, San Ramon
See the Chapter 2 course flyers on pages 9 - 10 of this newsletter for complete information on the above course
offerings. Register on line at www.irwaonline.org, and invite others who may not be IRWA members, but would
benefit from the classes!
Please contact our Education Chair, Lisa Robertson, at LMHR@pge.com, if you have a course in mind you’d like us to
offer, a venue to host a course, or any other questions about how to bring in-person IRWA classes to our Chapter.

ATTENTION YOUNG PROFESSIONALS!
Exciting news to share with all of our Young Professionals!
The Alan D. Wurtz, SR/WA Scholarship Fund for Young Professionals (age 35 or younger)
is currently accepting applications and will announce the scholarship recipient at the IRWA Annual Conference.

All of the details as well as the application can be found here: http://percheronllc.com/index.php?id=573

2018 Spring Litigation Conference
Thursday, May 17
Filoli Gardens
86 Cañada Road
Woodside, CA

Early registration is now open for the 2018 Spring Litigation Conference, sponsored by the Appraisal Institute, Northern
California Chapter. Set in the beautiful and historic Filoli Gardens, the Spring Litigation Conference presents advanced
topics to appraisers interested in litigation work. This is a chance to sharpen your knowledge and broaden your practice by
listening to some of the top experts in the region.
This year’s conference will offer a broad spectrum of topics including title defect litigation, attorney-expert communication, and a judge’s perspective on what makes an expert credible (or “incredible”). Also, a topic that is likely of particular
interest to those of you who do Right of Way/Eminent Domain work is the tree valuation session, featuring an attorney
who specializes in tree law and a presenter who is both an arborist and an appraiser.
Early registration closes April 25th, so register now at: www.norcal-ai.org
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IRWA CERTIFICATION “HOW TO”

Getting started with an IRWA Certification
Notes from Steve Castellano, SR/WA, R/W NAC
Chapter 2 Professional Development Co-Chair
Industry Path:
Select one of 4 options - Oil & Gas; Electric & Utility; Transportation; Industry Generalist. The Industry path provides a
progressive credentialing option, ultimately reaching one of the following SR/WA Designations:
•
•
•

RWA – Right of Way Agent
RWP – Right of Way Professional
SR/WA – Senior Right of Way Professional

Specialist Path
This program offers certifications in the four right of way disciplines, plus two additional certifications, as follows:
• Appraisal is the R/W-AC – Appraisal Certification
• Acquisition/Negotiation is the R/W-NAC – Negotiation and Acquisition Certification
• Relocation is the R/W-RAC – Relocation Assistance Certification
• Asset/Property Management is the R/W-AMC – Asset/Property Management Certification
• Additional Certifications:
- Appraisal Cross Certification and the R/W–URAC – Uniform Act Certification
• Previous Generalist Program – This program is only available to those who locked in their Candidacy prior to
January 1, 2016.
Once you are ready to move forward with one of the Paths (Industry or Specialist), go to the IRWA website,
ww.irwaonline.org/, and follow these steps:
• Click on the Education tab at the top, then click on Credentialing.
• Select Credentialing Concierge, and enter your login information (email and password). Based upon courses you
have taken previously, the Concierge will typically provide options at the top of the Concierge page advising which
certification(s) you are closest to completing.

Once you are in the Concierge, search for the certification you are seeking. That Certification module will provide you
with all the requirements for the various categories within that Certification. On the far right of each category you will
see either Request for Review, Register, or Pay Online. The Request for Review is where you would upload your application, resume, diploma, etc. IRWA Headquarters will then send the PDC Co-Chairs links to these documents for initial
review and recommended approval.
Please feel free to contact Steve Castellano, SR/WA, with questions at scastellano@arws.com

Chapter 42 Annual Spring Conference - Monterey, CA
March 23, 2018

Alexi Dicker accepts the 2017 Newsletter of the Year award on
behalf of Chapter 2 (above). The 2017 Young Professional of the
Year award (below), went to Chapter 2 Vice President, Kevin
Blair. The awards were presented by Joe Currie of Chapter 11.

View from the Crab Shack in Monterey,
scene of the Friday night mixer.
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IRWA CHAPTER 2 PRESENTS:
Course 100: Principles of Land
Acquisition
Sponsored by:

Date and Time:
June 7th-8th, 2018
8am to 5pm

Location:
Course Fees:
$415.00 Member*
$520.00 Non-Member*
*Late Registration Fee of

Pacific Gas and Electric, Co.
6111 Bollinger Canyon
Building Y, Room 2507
San Ramon, CA 94583

Course Facilitator:

$25.00 after May 11th, 2018

Course Description:
This course outlines real estate law terms and concepts. Participants
will gain awareness of environmental issues, learn the methods of
acquiring and transferring title to realty, three views of engineering
plans and the fundamentals in property description systems. Topics
also include the requirements of a valid contract, information on
easements, deeds, leases, the appraisal process, successful
negotiations, and relocation requirements involved with property
acquisition and management.

Course Facilitator:
Michele L. Folk, SR/WA, R/W-RAC, R/W-URAC, R/W-NAC, obtained
her Bachelor’s Degree from Colorado College, her Master’s Degree
from Clayton College and her Doctorate from Trinity College. Ms.
Folk is a licensed Real Estate salesperson in the state of California,
and she has over 25 years of business experience with an extensive
background in teaching, communication and negotiation. She
currently serves as Managing Director, Public Sector, Housing &
Development at Overland Pacific & Cutler, LLC, a full-service rightof-way consulting firm. For the past 18 years, Ms. Folk’s primary focus
has been on the management of appraisal, acquisition, relocation
and property management activities, on both large transportation
projects as well as smaller infrastructure and housing projects, with a
particular emphasis on relocation.

Michele L. Folk
Overland Pacific & Cutler, LLC.

Course Coordinator:
Nivrita Chandra
Overland Pacific & Cutler, LLC
nchandra@opcservices.com

HOW TO REGISTER:
1. Online: www.irwaonline.org
2. Fax: (866) 388-7419
3. Phone: (310) 538-0233 x138
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IRWA CHAPTER 2 PRESENTS:
Course 900: Principles of Real
Estate Engineering

Course Description:
With the use of lecture, questions and answers, exercise methods
and graphic illustrations, participants in this course will learn how to
use engineering tools and will gain basic skills in reading and
interpreting information contained on engineering plans.
Participants will also learn how to read, understand and plot simple
descriptions using the most common methods of property
descriptions.

Course Facilitator:
James A. Olschewski is a Professional Land Surveyor who has spent
the last 24 years designing and acquiring Right of Way for UDOT as
both a consultant and now as a UDOT employee. James started
his career in Right of Way researching and designing the widening
of projects such as Sardine Canyon, Provo Canyon, I-15 in Salt
Lake County and most recently the Mountain View Corridor. James
has toured the country teaching transportation design using
Microstation and InRoads for several state DOT’s including, New
Mexico and here for UDOT as well as many top fortune 500
Engineering Firms. James has a degree in Architecture, and a
degree in Surveying and is NICET Certified in Roadway Design
and is the current Deputy Director of Right of Way for UDOT.
James is a member of both the IRWA and the UCLS where he has
served on and as chairman of several committees and is a
past SL Chapter President. James is married to a wonderful wife
and they have two perfect children, he loves camping, and the
outdoors, is an avid fisherman who loves the Madison River and is a
diehard Ute fan.
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Request for Volunteers

Our Chapter operates on the availability and willingness of Chapter 2
members to step up and volunteer. We are currently in search of members who are willing and able to
take on the following roles and their accompanying responsibilities to help keep our Chapter both successful and functional.


Hospitality Chair – Member volunteer is needed to work as a co-chair alongside Christy Voyles.
Duties include sending emails to membership and submitting content to be posted in newsletter.
Assist in coordination of monthly luncheons, make reservations at restaurants, submit final member
RSVPs to restaurant, attend luncheons and help check in attendees (approximate monthly time spent
volunteering (2-3 hours).



Advertising Chair: Member volunteer is needed to work as the Advertising Chair. You will contact
IRWA Chapter 2 advertisers to process new ads and renewals for the upcoming year, collect artwork
and direct payments to the Treasurer. Renewals will start in October and past Chair, Kevin Larson,
is happy to train you!



Website Administrator: Member volunteer is needed to oversee and maintain the Chapter 2 web
page. You will upload content such as luncheon presentations and monthly newsletters, and ensure
that links within the site are working properly. Current website administrator, Alexi Dicker, will provide training.

2018 Chapter 2 Sponsors

2018 Chapter 2 Sponsors

DIRECT: (2O9) 484-3217
OFFICE: (925) 831-1311

MICHELLE@CHAPMANAPPRAISALS.COM

MICHELLE PATTON, MAI, SR/WA, R/W -AC

CHAPMAN & PATTON

REAL ESTATE APPRAISERS
AND CONSULTANTS

P.O. BOX 973
OAKDALE, CA 95361
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2018 Chapter 2 Sponsors
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