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Clark (talking to Eddie):
Can I refill your eggnog for you? Get you
something to eat? Drive you out to the middle
of nowhere and leave you for dead?

Speaking of the holidays, please be sure to RSVP for the upcoming Annual Chapter 2
Holiday Luncheon at Vic Stewart’s in Walnut Creek on Wednesday, December 13 (see
flyer on page 4). We have limited capacity in the restaurant and it is a very popular
event, so register now! Tickets are $30 per person and this year
they include a limited edition, one-of-a-kind, IRWA Chapter 2
stemless wine glass! Take the glass with you on all your holiday
adventures -- vacationing in Vermont, sledding in Tahoe, relaxing
at home with your dog, or on the beach in Hawaii (be sure to pack
the glass carefully!). Take a selfie snapshot of you and your glass
(filled with your favorite beverage) celebrating the holiday, and
text it to me at (916) 505-3536. Your selfie snapshot will be included in the February
edition of Bayviews. Don’t miss this opportunity for a brief moment of fame!
We will also hold our annual gift basket raffle for charity at the luncheon, and this
year’s proceeds will benefit the North Bay Fire Relief Fund. Be sure to bring
payment for the luncheon cost and a separate check or cash to donate. Please see
the flyer on page 5 for more information about donating a gift basket.
(continued on next page)

The opinions and views expressed in the articles in this Newsletter are not
necessarily the views and opinions of Chapter 2 members.

Chapter 2 President
Alesia Strauch

Newsletter Editor
Ellen Niemann
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President’s Message (cont’d)
On behalf of the IRWA Chapter 2 Board and Membership, I’d like to thank Laura Hameister, Caltrans District Utility
Coordinator, for her excellent luncheon presentation last month. I especially enjoyed her summarization of Utility
Relocation Project Close-out efforts, “No project gets better with time; it’s not like fine wine. We want to get the roads
open but we also want to tie-up loose ends.” A copy of Laura’s presentation can be found on our Chapter website.
Finally, here’s one more quote to wrap things up:

Eddie: Don't go puttin' none of that stuff on my sled, Clark. You
know that metal plate in my head? I had to have it replaced, cause
every time Catherine revved up the microwave I'd piss my pants and
forget who I was for a half hour or so. So over at the VA they had
to replace it with plastic. It ain't as strong so I don't know if I
should go sailin’ down no hill with nothing between the ground and my
brains but a piece of government plastic.
Clark: You really think it matters, Eddie?



January 17th Annual Legal Update at the offices of Wendel, Rosen, Black & Dean in Oakland



Annual Spring Form, Monterey, March 23 - 24, hosted by Chapter 42



IRWA International Education Conference. Edmonton, Canada – June 2018
MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
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Chapter 2 Board and Committee Members for 2017/2018
President/International Director
Alesia Strauch, SR/WA, R/W-RAC

Treasurer
Alexi Dicker
Marin County
adicker@marincounty.org
____________________

Associated Right of Way Services

astrauch@arws.com
__________________
Vice President
Kevin Blair
Desmond, Marcello & Amster
kblair@dmavalue.com

Advertising
** Looking for Volunteer **
OPEN SEAT
_________________________________

Asset & Property Management
George Fernandez
Educator/Consultant
Geostar21@yahoo.com
_________________________________

Donna Dawkins Scholarship
Committee
Vern Cummings, SR/WA

Secretary
Danette Burch
TERRA Realty Advisors, Inc.
dburch@terraadvisors.net

Hospitality Co-Chair / Past President
Christy Voyles

Relocation
Karen Eddleman, SR/WA

Marin County
cvoyles@marincounty.org

Associated Right of Way Services
keddleman@arws.com
_______________________________

** Looking for Volunteer **
OPEN SEAT
__________________________________

Law & Ethics
Les Hausrath

Braun & Jalbert
Braun.and.Jalbert@gmail.com
_______________________________

Wendel, Rosen, Black & Dean LLP
lhausrath@wendel.com
__________________________________

Utilities/Pipeline
Wireless Communications
Alan C. Louie, SR/WA

vcummings1768@gmail.com
_________________________________

Membership
Jann Edmunds

Education
Lisa Robertson, SR/WA, RW-NAC

Contra Costa County
Jann.edmunds@pw.cccounty.us
__________________________________

PG&E
LMHR@pge.com
________________________________

Engineering & Surveys
Robert Abbott
San Francisco Bay Area Rapid Transit
rabbott@bart.gov
_________________________________

Environment
Wayne Couto
U.S. Treasury Department
wgcouto@yahoo.com
_________________________________

Government & Local Public Agency
Anthony Reese
City of Oakland
areese@oaklandnet.com
_________________________________

Chapter Historian
Vern Cummings, SR/WA
vcummings1768@gmail.com

Transportation
Bernadette Lambert

Newsletter Editor
Ellen Niemann
ellen.niemann52@gmail.com
__________________________________

Nominations & Elections
Eric Roman, SR/WA, R/W-AC
Associated Right of Way Services
eroman@arws.com
__________________________________

Past President
Greg Rinehart
Gregory D. Rinehart & Associates
greg@gdrinehart.com
__________________________________

Professional Development
Steve Castellano, SR/WA, R/W-NAC
Associated Right of Way Services
scastellano@arws.com

Tara Peterson, SR/WA
tandlpeterson@comcast.net

Acquisition Services
aclwired2@gmail.com

Keith E. Winn
PG&E
KEWD@pge.com
_______________________________

Valuation
Karen Couto, MAI, SR/WA
Associated Right of Way Services
kcouto@arws.com

Eric Woodhouse, MAI, R/W-AC
ewoodhouse@arws.com
_______________________________

Young Professionals
Chadwick Wyler
Associated Right of Way Services
cwyler@arws.com
_______________________________

Website Administrator
** Looking for Volunteer **
OPEN SEAT
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Chapter 2 Holiday Luncheon
Vic Stewart’s, 850 South Broadway, Walnut Creek
December 13th, 2017 at 12 p.m.
Please join us for our Annual Holiday Luncheon at Vic Stewart’s as we
announce this years Chapter award winners, raffle off gift baskets,
and raise money for the North Bay fire victims.
Donations will be made directly to the REDWOOD CREDIT UNION
NORTH BAY FIRE RELIEF FUND, please bring cash or a separate check.
100% of your tax-deductible donations will go directly to support those affected.

Please choose from the following menu options:
Filet of Salmon

Roasted Chicken Breast

Pan-seared, served with rice medley & seasonal vegetables, topped with a Beurre Blanc sauce

Brushed with garlic, lemon and fresh herbs, served
with wild rice blend & a seasonal vegetable medley

Petite New York Strip Loin 8 oz.

Vic’s Shrimp Caesar Salad

Served with a wild mushroom demi-glace
& mashed potatoes and broccoli

Served with Vic’s signature dressing, Vella dry jack
cheese & herbed croutons

Four Cheese Ravioli
Served with our marinara sauce, basil &
Parmigiano-Reggiano cheese

All menu options served with:

Vic’s Caesar Salad
Hearts of romaine with Vella dry Jack cheese and butter croutons

New York Style Cheesecake
With a graham cracker crust and finished with strawberry coulis

Cost is $30 per person.
Please RSVP at www.irwachapter2.org by December 7th.
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Call for Gift Baskets to support the North Bay Fire Relief Fund
The IRWA Chapter 2 Board will be raffling amazing gift baskets during the
December 13th Annual Holiday Luncheon
Vic Stewart’s, Walnut Creek

If you or your employer would like to participate,
please contact our Hospitality Chair, Christy Voyles-SR/WA, via email at
CVoyles@marincounty.org or by phone at 415-473-6579.

Fun and creative basket theme ideas:







Wine … they don’t call IRWA I Really Wanna Drink for nothing!
Movie or Family Game Night
Pet Pampering
Hiking or Outdoor Adventure
Gourmet Cooking, Mexican Fiesta, Desserts Galore
Local Favorites

If you are not feeling particularly creative but wish to contribute a gift
basket, we can do the shopping and wrapping for you! Let Christy know
your budget. She’ll ask you to send a check to the IRWA Chapter 2
Treasurer, and she’ll handle the rest.
Please let Christy know ASAP if you plan to participate so we can add you to
the Thank You List for display at the luncheon, and in the January issue of
Bayviews. We want to share your generosity with our members and guests.
Be sure to bring your basket to the luncheon!

Raffle Tickets will be available at the luncheon.
Suggested donation directly to North Bay Fire Relief Fund is:
$5 per ticket or $20 for five tickets.
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November Luncheon Recap

Chapter 2 Luncheon, November 8th
Howden Restaurant & Bar, Oakland
Utility Relocations

One of the unique characteristics of our industry as a whole is the wide diversity of specialties among right
of way professionals. We are made up of appraisers, acquisition agents, utility coordinators, surveyors,
engineers, relocation advisors, project managers, land agents, property managers, environmental
specialists, etc. All were present at the Chapter 2 November Luncheon at Howden Restaurant in Oakland,
where the food was as delicious as the presentation was informative.
Laura Hameister, Caltrans Utility Coordinator, presented to a full house on the subject of Utility
Relocations, providing a succinct but detailed overview of the roles and responsibilities of the utility
coordinator on a project, and the benefit of analyzing utilities and initiating the coordination process early
on in the project planning phase.
What is a Public Utility and what is just a Design Feature? These are important concepts to understand
and note the differences because they aid in determining whether you require Utility Coordination with
the facility owner, or just design and reinstallation as part of the project. Public Utility facilities provide
service to the general public, while a Design Feature is a facility that directly supports the operation of the
roadway (a traffic signal or street light, for example).
Ms. Hameister’s presentation can be viewed in full on the Chapter 2 website: www.irwachapter2.org.
Also, if you attended the luncheon and would like to obtain one hour of CE credit from IRWA, please email
Alesia Strauch at astrauch@arws.com . Please include your name and IRWA Membership number in your
request for credit.
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Education / Volunteer Opportunities

Chapter 2 is pleased to offer the following education courses locally in early 2018.
See the course flyers included in this issue of Bayviews for details and registration
information:
•
•
•
•
•

Course 900: Principles of Real Estate Engineering (2 days) - January 25-26, San Francisco
Course 503: Mobile Home Relocation [1 day] - February 5, Pleasant Hill
Course 502: Non-Residential Relocation Assistance [2 days] - March 5 - 6, Pleasant Hill
Course 901: Engineering Plan Development and Application [TBD]
Course 902: Property Descriptions [TBD)

Please contact our Education Chair, Lisa Robertson at LMHR@pge.com, if you have a course in mind you’d
like us to offer, a venue to host a course, or any other questions about how to bring in-person IRWA classes
to our Chapter.

Our Chapter operates on the availability and willingness of Chapter 2 members to step up and volunteer. We
are currently in search of members who are willing and able to take on the following roles and their accompanying responsibilities to help keep our Chapter both successful and functional.


Hospitality Chair – Member volunteer is needed to work as a co-chair alongside Christy Voyles. Duties
include sending emails to membership and submitting content to be posted in newsletter. Assist in
coordination of monthly luncheons, make reservations at restaurants, submit final member RSVPs to
restaurant, attend luncheons and help check in attendees (approximate monthly time spent volunteering
2-3 hours).



Advertising Chair: Member volunteer is needed to work as the Advertising Chair. You will contact IRWA
Chapter 2 advertisers to process new ads and renewals for the upcoming year, collect artwork and direct
payments to the Treasurer. Renewals will start in October and past Chair, Kevin Larson, is happy to train
you!



Website Administrator: Member volunteer is needed to oversee and maintain the Chapter 2 web page.
You will upload content such as luncheon presentations and monthly newsletters, and ensure that links
within the site are working properly. Current website administrator, Alexi Dicker, will provide training.
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DATE/TIME

IRWA Chapter 2 Presents:
Course 900: Principles of Real Estate
Engineering

C900 January 25th – 26th, 2018
8:00 AM – 5:00PM Daily

Sponsored by:
LOCATION

PG&E
245 Market Street, Room 1037
San Francisco, CA 94105
Please call Erica for building
access

Course Fees: $415.00 Member
$520.00 Non-Member

COURSE FACILITATOR

Course Description:
900– Principles of Real Estate Engineering
(Course Level: Core) (2 Day, 16 QEU / CEU)*
Laura Sly
Clark County Public Works

COURSE COORDINATOR

Erica Schlemer
PG&E
415-722-1851
ejsx@pge.com

HOW TO REGISTER
1. Online: www.irwaonline.org

2. Fax: (866) 388-7419
3. Phone: (310) 538-0233 x138

With the use of lecture, questions and answers, exercise methods and graphic
illustrations, participants in this course will learn how to use engineering tools and will
gain basic skills in reading and interpreting information contained on engineering plans.
Participants will also learn how to read, understand and plot simple descriptions using
the most common methods of property descriptions.

Course Facilitator:
Laura Henry Slye, SR/WA began her career in 1981 as a cartographer (scriber) and
mapmaker working for an aerial photogrammetric firm and a geological & cadastral
surveying firm in Anchorage Alaska. She earned her associates degree in Civil
Engineering in 1984, has worked for several private surveying and engineering firms, and
has spent most of her career in the public sector delivering capital road projects. Laura
has over 30 years of experience in surveying, mapping, GIS, ROW, roadway design,
construction inspection, and writing land descriptions for land acquisition. She earned her
BA in Communications with a minor in Leadership in 2014. Currently, she is a senior
right-of-way agent at Clark County Public Works located in Southwest Washington State.
Laura excels at bridging the communication gap between engineers and everyday people
and has a talent for explaining complex technical ideas in simple terms so others may
understand. Finally, she is an active member in her local chapter of Toastmasters
International.
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D A TE / TI ME
February 5, 2018
8:00AM – 5:00PM Daily
L O C A TI O N
Associated Right of Way Services, Inc.
2300 Contra Costa Blvd., Suite #525
$265.00 Member*

Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

$330.00 Non-Member*
(925) 691-8500
*Late Registration Fee of $25.00 after
COURSE FACILITATOR

January 19, 2018

Course Description:

503 – Mobile Home Relocation
(Course Level: Intermediate) (1 Day, 8 QEU / CEU)*

Karen Eddleman, SR/WA, R/W-RAC

This course is designed for the experienced practitioner involved in providing relocation
assistance to mobile home occupants, either as owners or tenants of the coach and/or
site. The course covers mobile homes, real or personal property, categories of mobile
home displacements and general relocation benefits for mobile home occupants. It also
discusses typical problems presented by mobile home relocations such as zoning,
replacement resources and entry requirements.

Associated Right of Way Services, Inc.

Course Facilitator:
COURSE COORDINATOR
Lisa Robertson, SR/WA R/W-NAC
Pacific Gas & Electric Co.
lmhr@pge.com
H OW TO R E G I S TE R

1. Online: www.irwaonline.org
2. Fax: (866) 388-7419
3. Phone: (310) 538-0233 x138

Karen Eddleman has over 25 years of direct field work experience in relocating businesses,
non-profit organizations, and residential households for public agencies and non-profit
organizations. Ms. Eddleman manages many of the firm’s more complicated relocation
projects. Her understanding of Relocation Laws and Regulations allows her to direct Clients
as they plan for the relocation of project occupants. Ms. Eddleman has also had considerable
experience with testifying in depositions and at trial for relocation and loss of business goodwill matters.
Ms. Eddleman is approved by the International Right of Way Association to teach relocation
courses. She has earned her SR/WA designation and R/W-RAC (Right of Way Relocation
Assistance Certification) from the IRWA and has completed “The Uniform Act Executive
Summary” course provided by the IRWA. Ms. Eddleman is also fluent in Spanish.
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D A TE / TI ME
March 5 - 6, 2018
8:00AM – 5:00PM Daily
L O C A TI O N
Associated Right of Way Services, Inc.
2300 Contra Costa Blvd., Suite #525
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523
$415.00 Member*
(925) 691-8500

$520.00 Non-Member*

COURSE FACILITATOR

*Late Registration Fee of $25.00 after
February 16, 2018

Course Description:
502 — Non-Residential Relocation Assistance
(Course Level: Intermediate) (2 Days, 16 QEU / CEU)*

Karen Eddleman, SR/WA, R/W-RAC
Associated Right of Way Services, Inc.

COURSE COORDINATOR
Lindsey Sonnen
Associated Right of Way Services, Inc.
Lsonnen@arws.com
H OW TO R E G I S TE R

1. Online: www.irwaonline.org
2. Fax: (866) 388-7419
3. Phone: (310) 538-0233 x138

This course presents the processes necessary to relocate a business. Participants will learn
how to apply provisions of the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition
Policies Act of 1970, in conjunction with the Surface Transportation and Relocation
Assistance Act of 1987, and subsequent revisions, to the relocation of non-residential
entities. This course is designed to provide the fundamentals of non-residential relocation to
right of way professionals.

Course Facilitator:
Karen Eddleman has over 25 years of direct field work experience in relocating businesses,
non-profit organizations, and residential households for public agencies and non-profit
organizations. Ms. Eddleman manages many of the firm’s more complicated relocation
projects. Her understanding of Relocation Laws and Regulations allows her to direct Clients
as they plan for the relocation of project occupants. Ms. Eddleman has also had
considerable experience with testifying in depositions and at trial for relocation and loss of
business goodwill matters.
Ms. Eddleman is approved by the International Right of Way Association to teach relocation
courses. She has earned her SR/WA designation and R/W-RAC (Right of Way Relocation
Assistance Certification) from the IRWA and has completed “The Uniform Act Executive
Summary” course provided by the IRWA. Ms. Eddleman is also fluent in Spanish.
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