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A Message from the President
Greetings Chapter 2 Members:
I hope everyone has been enjoying their summer. Our last luncheon was held at
Havana Cuban Cuisine in Walnut Creek, and members enjoyed a report on the U.S.
and California economy, presented by John Haveman of NEED. And, continuing our
Chapter 2 tradition, Jim Finnegan, SR/WA, graciously swore in the new Executive
Board. I’m honored to serve as your Chapter President and would like to thank outgoing President Kevin Blair for his leadership and encouragement this past year. This
year’s Board members include Chadwick Wyler as Vice President, Joseph Basuino as
Treasurer, and Charlotte Nelson, who has joined our Board as Secretary. We look
forward to a great year!
We have just returned from the Annual International Education Conference in
Portland, Oregon. There were over 1,600 IRWA members in attendance, Chapter 2
had a great presence, and the seminars were well received. Be sure to read Kevin
Blair’s recap of Association happenings on page 6.
Although we are taking a summer break from our monthly luncheons, we still have
Chapter events and courses. Please join us for a Member Appreciation event at the
ballpark on July 30th and root for the Oakland A’s as they go head to head with the
Milwaukee Brewers. We’ll take advantage of “free parking night” with a Chapter
tailgate gathering prior to the game. All Chapter 2 members are invited. Please
email Kevin Blair to claim one of the twenty free tickets. Act now, they’re going fast!
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Also to keep on your radar is an upcoming 2-day educational opportunity, Course
421: Valuation of Partial Acquisition, scheduled for August 20-23, at the offices of
PG&E in Concord. Refer to the course flyer with registration information on page 9.
Finally, mark your calendars for our next luncheon, scheduled for Wednesday,
September 11th (stay tuned for the location). Our very own past Executive Board
member, Dean Chapman, MAI, SRA, SR/WA, and his associate, Michelle Patton,
MAI, SR/WA, will provide a follow-up presentation to their article entitled
“Transitional Use TCE: A more proper classification,” which was published in the
March/April 2019 issue of Right of Way Magazine. We look forward to it and hope to
see you all there!

The opinions and views expressed in the articles in this Newsletter are not
necessarily the views and opinions of Chapter 2 members.

Newsletter Editor
Ellen Niemann
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Chapter 2 Board and Committee Members for 2019/2020
President/International Director
Alexi Dicker
Marin County
adicker@marincounty.org
_________________

Treasurer
Joseph M. Basuino
San Francisco Bay Area
Rapid Transit
jbasuin@bart.gov
_________________

Vice President/International Director
Chadwick Wyler
Associated Right of Way Services
cwyler@arws.com

Advertising
Alesia Strauch, SR/WA, R/W-RAC
Associated Right of Way Services
astrauch@arws.com
_________________________________

Asset & Property Management
George Fernandez
Educator/Consultant
Geostar21@yahoo.com
_________________________________

Secretary
Charlotte Nelson
Contra Costa County
charlotte.nelson@pw.cccounty.us
Hospitality
Christy Voyles
Marin County
cvoyles@marincounty.org

Kevin Blair
Desmond, Marcello & Amster
kblair@dmavalue.com
__________________________________

Law & Ethics
Les Hausrath

Donna Dawkins Scholarship
Committee
Christy Voyles

Wendel, Rosen, Black & Dean LLP
lhausrath@wendel.com
__________________________________

Marin County
cvoyles@marincounty.org
_________________________________

Membership
Jann Edmunds

Education
Lisa Hunter, SR/WA, RW-NAC
PG&E
LMHR@pge.com
________________________________

Engineering & Surveys
Robert W. Abbott
San Francisco Bay Area Rapid Transit
rabbott@bart.gov
_________________________________

Government & Local Public Agency
Anthony Reese
City of Oakland
areese@oaklandnet.com
_________________________________

Chapter Historian
** Looking for Volunteer **
OPEN SEAT

Contra Costa County
Jann.edmunds@pw.cccounty.us
__________________________________

Newsletter Editor
Ellen Niemann

Professional Development
Steve Castellano, SR/WA, R/W-NAC
Associated Right of Way Services
scastellano@arws.com

Tara Peterson, SR/WA
tandlpeterson@comcast.net

_____________________________
Relocation
Karen Eddleman, SR/WA
Associated Right of Way Services
keddleman@arws.com
_______________________________

Utilities/Pipeline
Wireless Communications
Alan C. Louie, SR/WA
Acquisition Services
aclwired2@gmail.com

Keith E. Winn
PG&E

ellen.niemann52@gmail.com
__________________________________

KEWD@pge.com
_______________________________

Nominations & Elections
Robert W. Abbott

Valuation
Eric Woodhouse, MAI, R/W-AC

San Francisco Bay Area Rapid Transit
rabbott@bart.gov
__________________________________

Past President
Kevin Blair
Desmond, Marcello & Amster
kblair@dmavalue.com
__________________________________

ewoodhouse@arws.com
_______________________________

Young Professionals
** Looking for Volunteer **
OPEN SEAT
_______________________________

Website Administrator
Jewel Lopez
Contra Costa County
jewel.lopez@pw.cccounty.us

Presenting the Chapter 2 Board of Directors for 2019/2020

The 2019/2020 Chapter 2 Board of Directors
were officially sworn into office during the May
luncheon celebration at Havana Cuban Cuisine in
Walnut Creek.
L to R: Chadwick Wyler, Vice President;
Alexi Dicker, President; Charlotte Nelson,
Secretary; and Joe Basuino, Treasurer.

Past President Jim Finnegan officiates the
swearing in of the new Chapter 2 Board.

New Chapter 2 President, Alexi Dicker,
holds the presidential baton passed to her
by outgoing President, Kevin Blair.
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April Luncheon Recap / Upcoming Events / Volunteer Opportunity
The Chapter’s April luncheon was held at the historic Terrace Room on
beautiful Lake Merritt in Oakland. Jim Bozionelos, a 20-year veteran of
CalTrans who currently holds the position of District 4 Branch Chief, entertained the crowd with an informative presentation titled “Right of Way Uses:
Airspace Leasing and Wireless Licensing.”
Mr. Bozionelos opened his presentation with an explanation of the official
meaning of the term “airspace.” As defined in the Caltrans Right of Way
Manual, “An airspace site is defined as any property within the right of way
limits of an existing highway (operating right of way) that is also capable of
supporting a secondary use without undue interference with the operation
and foreseeable future expansion of the transportation corridor for transportation uses and without endangering the traveling public.” Examples of airspace include the area under an elevated freeway, properties adjacent to highways, and interchange loops (must be accessible from a local street). These airspace areas can be leased for such uses as tiny homes, maintenance stations, parking structures, and other uses.
The Caltrans airspace program was developed in 1961 to generate revenue for the State Highway Account (SHA) through
commercial leasing of airspace within the bounds of Caltrans right of way. From the SHA, the funds are transferred to
the Public Transportation Account and are then made available for public mass transportation projects within the State of
California.

UPCOMING EVENTS
July 16: Chapter 67 Summer Refresh Seminar, Santa Ana
July 30: Member Appreciation A’s Game Event, Oakland
August 20 - 23: C421: The Valuation of Partial Acquisitions, Concord
September 11: Chapter 2 Luncheon - Location TBD

Our Chapter operates on the availability and willingness of Chapter 2 members to step up and
volunteer. We are currently in search of a member who is willing and able to take on the following
role of Young Professionals Chair and its accompanying responsibilities, to help keep our Chapter
both successful and functional. The Young Professionals Chair is needed to oversee the Young
Professionals Committee. The chair will be in charge of encouraging young professionals to be
active in the chapter and industry by planning networking and educational events targeting those
age 35 or under. Current officer, Chadwick Wyler, will provide training.
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Chapter 2 May Luncheon Recap
The featured speaker at the May 8th Chapter 2 luncheon was John
Haveman, Executive Director of the National Economic Education
Delegation (NEED), a think tank made up of an Honorary Board of 44
members (including two Federal Chairs, a Council of Economic Advisers,
and 3 Nobel Prize winners); 363 Delegates (at all levels of academia and
some in government service); and 42 Global Partners (Ph.D. Economists).
NEED’s Mission: NEED unites the skills and knowledge of a vast network of
professional economists to promote understanding of the economics of
policy issues in the United States.
Mr. Haveman presented the group with a fact packed statistical overview of the current economy, local residential and commercial
real estate markets, and forecasts for the economic future of California and the U.S. His presentation included an in-depth analysis
of the U.S. Economy over the past two decades, highlighting such indicators as GDP growth, personal consumption expenditures,
household debt, personal savings and investments, housing and labor markets, employment and unemployment, wages, inflation,
and mortgage rates. Of the California economy, the presentation focused on the state’s economic recovery following the recession
and it’s growth over the last 5 years.
Below are just a few highlights from the presentation, which can reviewed in full on the Chapter 2 website, here.

US Economy

California Economy

•

GDP growth is primarily fueled by increases in demand for
output.

•

This growth is supported by growth in employment and
productivity of the labor force.
- Recent years have seen relatively tepid increases in
demand for output.
•
- In particular, consumption and government spending have
been slow relative to other periods.

•

•

This tepid growth has lead to slow increases in employment.
- Although labor markets have tightened, wages have not
experienced rapid growth.
Productivity growth has played little role in growing GDP.
- Why this is so is not immediately clear.

•

Economically, California ranks as the 5th largest country in
the world. It is third on the list of fastest growing state
economies over the last 5 years (behind Washington and
Utah), with the Bay Area experiencing the highest regional
growth in the state.
California has generally outpaced the rest of the country
during the recovery.
- Despite this fast paced growth, California is well below the
employment trend.

•

That appears to be changing.
- CA employment is expected to grow on par with the US:
SLOWLY! The rest of the country is expected to slow considerably, and so is California.

•

Real estate looks robust, but not poised to boom.
- Employment growth drives income, drives home prices.

•

Overall: Expect slowing growth in California, as elsewhere.

A Recap by Kevin Blair
For several scorching days in June, IRWA members from across the
globe gathered at the Hilton Portland for the 2019 International
Education Conference. They were joined by Chapter 2 members
Kevin Blair, Alexi Dicker, Yoli Matranga, Alesia Strauch, Lisa
Hunter, Christy Voyles, Charlotte Nelson, Denise Jackson, Larry
Castellanos, Karen Eddleman, Teresa Derdiarian, and Scott
Kevin Blair presents the Chapter of the Year Award
Sheldon. Yoli Matranga, Region 1 Chair, oversaw the Region 1
Caucus on Sunday where chapters from California, Nevada, and Arizona gathered to discuss important issues and listen to International Executive Committee (IEC) candidates speak. At Monday’s Awards Luncheon, Kevin Blair and Alesia Strauch were on stage
to present those awards won by Chapter 2 at last year’s conference, Newsletter and Chapter of the Year, while Contra Costa
County was honored as one of three finalists for Government Employer of the Year. Karen Eddleman of AR/WS was a speaker/
moderator at three of the educational sessions that took place from Monday to Wednesday, while AR/WS was an exhibitor at the
conference’s exhibition hall.
The conference culminated with the Board of Directors meeting on Wednesday afternoon at which Kevin Blair and Alexi Dicker
served as voting International Directors, while Alesia Strauch served as Region 1 International Nominations and Election Chair
and assisted in the voting process. Three major issues were discussed at the meeting: 1) Amendments to the IRWA Bylaws,
Including the addition of a Corporate Member category which provides a discounted membership rate to companies with a large
number of employees who are members of IRWA; 2) The election of the 2019-2020 IEC officers Aimee Mims (President); Sharon
Slauenwhite (President Elect); Jacob Farrell (Vice-President); James Olschewski (Treasurer); and Judy Jones (Secretary). Jacob
Farrell was victorious against Ana Rausch, and Judy Jones won a three-way race against Brett Farner and Stewart Anderson; and 3)
The passage of IRWA’s 2019-2020 budget, which was approved by the voting directors.

Vice President Jacob Farrell presents his candidate speech at the
Board of Directors meeting.

Yoli Matranga speaks on behalf of Jacob
Farrell at the Board of Directors meeting.

Attendance at the 2019 International Education Conference was the third largest in conference history. Chapter 2 members
delighted in the host city, partaking in the scooters, beer, and restaurants of Portland and celebrating with a Chapter dinner at
Nostrana on Tuesday evening. Next year’s conference will be held in Minneapolis, 2021 in San Antonio, and 2022 in Cleveland.
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Chapter 2 Member Appreciation Event

Please join us for our
Chapter 2 Member Appreciation Event
at the Oakland Coliseum!

Tuesday, July 30, 7:05 p.m.
Oakland A’s vs. Milwaukee Brewers
7000 Coliseum Way, Oakland, CA
FREE PARKING Tuesday!
Or, avoid the hassle and take BART to the
Coliseum Station

Twenty tickets are up for grabs, free to Chapter
2 members!
Please RSVP to Kevin Blair
at kblair@dmavalue to claim yours today!
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Irwa-chapter67.org/events/summer-refresh/
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IRWA CHAPTER 2 PRESENTS
Course 421: The Valuation of
Partial Acquisitions

August 20th -23rd
8am-5pm

Course Description
In this course, Participants will learn
how to determine and appraise the
larger parcel, techniques for
appraising the part acquired,
identifying and measuring various
types of damages and how to value
the remainder after acquisitions. The
course introduces ways to handle
special benefits and explores the
before and after approach (how,
why and when), and includes
numerous exercises and case studies.
to aid in understanding.

Course Instructor
Craig A. Owyang has worked as an appraiser since 1984. Appraisal
assignments have been prepared for various property types including:
multi- and single-tenant office, industrial, research & development, retail,
vacant land, bulk shipping facilities, transitional land, orchards, row & field
crops, residential and industrial subdivisions, and multi-family residential
properties (with below market rent units & municipal bond financing). These
assignments have been performed for purposes including: asset
management, acquisition/disposition, market rent arbitration, litigation
support, damage assessment, eminent domain, and mortgage &
construction loan underwriting. Property rights analyzed include full and
partial interests, divided and undivided. Partial takings have included
analysis of severance/consequential damages as well as benefits to
property remainders. Consulting assignments have been performed for a
variety of due diligence, investment and litigation support functions.
Currently, Mr. Owyang chairs the Comprehensive Examinations Panel of the
Appraisal Institute. Mr. Owyang holds professional designations and
certifications from the Appraisal Institute, the International Right of Way
Association, and the American Society of Farm Managers & Rural
Appraisers.

PG&E Concord RMC
1850 Gateway Oaks
Concord, CA 94520

Course Instructor
Craig Owyang
Craig Owyang Real Estate

Lauren Ruby

Lauren.Ruby@pge.com
415-973-9630

www.irwaonline.org
OR
Fax: (866) 388-7419
Course Fees
$755.00 Member
$935.00 Non-Member
Late Registration Fee $25
applied after July 21st
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